
Manhattan tolls, plastic 
bag ban approved in 
New York budget 


By CHRIS CAROLA and 
DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New 

York’s Democrat-con- 
trolled Legislature on Sun¬ 
day passed a statewide 
ban on single-use plastic 
bags and planned to ap¬ 
prove tolls for driving into 
the busiest sections of 
Manhattan starting in 2021 
as part of a $175.5 billion 
state budget agreement 


worked out with Gov. An¬ 
drew Cuomo. 

The Assembly and Senate 
passed the plastic bag 
ban legislation Sunday af¬ 
ternoon to start what was 
expected to be an all-day 
session that could spill into 
early Monday, when the 
spending plan for the 2019- 
2020 state fiscal year is due 
to be in place. 

Continued on Page 3 



Members of the New York state Senate debate budget bills during session in Senate Chamber at 
the state Capitol Sunday, March, 31, 2019, in Albany, N.Y. 

Associated Press. 
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Biden faces new scrutiny from Dems over behavior with women 


By JULIE PACE and 
THOMAS BEAUMONT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For¬ 
mer Vice President Joe 
Biden on Sunday defended 
his interactions with wom¬ 
en, saying he doesn't be¬ 
lieve he's ever acted inap¬ 
propriately. But a Nevada 
politician's assertion that 
Biden’s kiss on the back of 
her head made her feel 
uncomfortable prompted 
some Democrats to ques¬ 
tion whether the 76-year- 
old is too out of step with 
his own party to run a suc¬ 
cessful 2020 presidential 
campaign. 

The episode, recounted 
by Democrat Lucy Flores, 
highlighted an aspect of 
Biden’s persona that has 
been publicly known for 
years: the affectionate 
whispers, hugs and shoul¬ 
der squeezes he has long 
doled out to women, often 
on camera and at high- 
profile public events. In a 
moment of national reck¬ 
oning over sexual harass¬ 
ment and the treatment 
of women by powerful 
men, some Democrats said 
Biden’s actions have taken 
on a new light. 

“It looks different in 2019,” 
said Maria Cardona, a 
Democratic strategist. 
Cardona said that while 
Biden’s behavior is not au¬ 
tomatically disqualifying 
for the presidency, “it all 
depends on how he con¬ 
tinues to respond to this. He 
has to acknowledge that 
his behavior made some 
women uncomfortable.” 

In a statement on Sunday, 
Biden said it was never his 
intention to make women 
feel discomfort. 



In this March 12, 2019, file photo, former Vice President Joe Biden speaks to the International As¬ 
sociation of Firefighters at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press. 


“In my many years on the 
campaign trail and in 
public life, I have offered 
countless handshakes, 
hugs, expressions of affec¬ 
tion, support and comfort,” 
he said. “And not once 
— never — did I believe I 
acted inappropriately. If it 
is suggested I did so, I will 
listen respectfully.” 

Flores' account of the 
2014 incident comes at a 
crucial moment for Biden. 
He’s been wrestling for 
months with a final deci¬ 
sion on whether to run for 
president, blowing through 
several self-imposed dead¬ 
lines. Meanwhile, the Dem¬ 
ocratic primary has sped 
on without him, with more 
than a dozen candidates 
in the race, including a re¬ 
cord number of women 
and minorities. Veterans like 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand¬ 
ers have shown surprising 
strength, while newer White 


House hopefuls like Califor¬ 
nia Sen. Kamala Harris and 
Texan Beto O’Rourke have 
drawn big crowds and dis¬ 
played early fundraising 
prowess. 

Biden still leads most early 
polls, buoyed by broad 
name recognition and the 
goodwill he generated dur¬ 
ing eight years as President 
Barack Obama's No. 2. 
Given his experience and 
appeal with white working- 
class voters in Midwestern 
battleground states, he's 
also seen by some Demo¬ 
crats as the best-positioned 
candidate to defeat Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

Nancy Bobo, an Iowa 
activist who was among 
Obama’s earliest support¬ 
ers in the state, shares that 
view. She fears the episode 
with Flores suggests Demo¬ 
crats may try to tear down 
their most-qualified candi¬ 
date. “I can just see what’s 


coming at him,” Bobo said. 
“And it’s going to come at 
him from the Democrats.” 
None of Biden’s potential 
rivals defended him fol¬ 
lowing Flores’ allegations. 
Massachusetts Sen. Eliza¬ 
beth Warren said she be¬ 
lieved Flores and that Biden 
“needs to give an answer” 
about what occurred. New 
York Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
said, “Lucy Flores felt de¬ 
meaned, and that is never 
okay. If Vice President Biden 
becomes a candidate, this 
is a topic he’ll have to en¬ 
gage on further.” Washing¬ 
ton Gov. Jay Inslee said, “I 
believe it's important to lis¬ 
ten and take seriously any 
incident like this.” 

White House counselor Kel- 
lyanne Conway said Flores 
was “quite bold” to “go up 
against the highest levels 
of her political party” with 
the allegations and sug¬ 
gested that Biden should 


consider apologizing to 
Flores. Conway deflected 
questions about the nu¬ 
merous women who have 
accused Trump of sexual 
misconduct, allegations he 
denies. 

Flores told The Associated 
Press on Sunday that she 
had been mulling com¬ 
ing forward for years. The 
tipping point for her, she 
said, was Biden's meeting 
in March with 2018 Georgia 
Democratic gubernatorial 
nominee Stacey Abrams. 

“I saw that she was meet¬ 
ing with him and I thought 
to myself that if I don’t say 
something now. I’m going 
to regret this," Flores said. 
Flores said she approached 
only New York Magazine to 
publish her account of her 
encounter with Biden and 
that the magazine had 
fact-checked the piece 
after she submitted it. She 
said that she had provided 
New York with the names 
of several people she con¬ 
fided with about the inci¬ 
dent soon after it occurred. 
She said she also “shared a 
conversation with a former 
staffer” about the episode. 
Flores declined to name 
any of those people to AP, 
saying that “no one is will¬ 
ing to speak publicly.” 

The AP tried to contact sev¬ 
eral advisers and aides from 
Flores' 2014 campaign, but 
was unable to obtain any 
independent verification of 
her account. 

Flores said Biden’s team 
has not been in touch with 
her since her story was 
published. She said she 
would be satisfied if Biden 
simply acknowledged the 
discomfort the episode 
caused her. □ 
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Manhattan tolls, plastic bag ban approved in New York budget 


Continued from Front 

Other agreements in the 
budget include the closure 
of up to three yet-to-be- 
determined state prisons, 
eliminating cash bail for 
misdemeanor and non-vi¬ 
olent felony arrests, a per¬ 
manent, annual 2 percent 
cap on local property tax¬ 
es, and another $1 billion 
for public education. 

“This budget is probably the 
strongest progressive state¬ 
ment that we’ve made," 
Cuomo told reporters Sun¬ 
day as lawmakers worked 
through hours of debate 
and voting on the budget. 
“If you have big problems, 
it calls for big solutions.” 

In an agreement reached 
earlier last week but not 
officially announced un¬ 
til Sunday, most single-use 
plastic bags provided by 
supermarkets and oth¬ 
er stores will be banned 
statewide starting March 
1, 2020. Individual coun¬ 
ties will have the option of 


charging 5 cents for paper 
bags, with 2 cents going to 
local governments and 3 
cents to the state’s Environ¬ 
mental Protection Fund. 
New York would be just the 
third state with a statewide 
ban. California’s ban has 
been in place since 2016. 
All of Hawaii’s counties ban 
plastic bags but it's not a 
state-mandated ban. 

“The convenience of plas¬ 
tic bags is simply not worth 
the environmental im¬ 
pact," said Carl Heastie, D- 
Yonkers. “By reducing our 
state's usage, we will see 
less litter in our communities 
and less plastic pollution in 
our waterways.” 

Major issues that didn’t 
make it into the spending 
plan include legalization 
of recreational marijuana. 
Cuomo and legislative 
leaders have said the issue 
was too complex to rush 
into the budget. Instead, it 
could be handled in sepa¬ 
rate legislation worked out 
over the last three months 
of the legislative session, 
scheduled to end June 19. 
The Manhattan tolls plan 
known as congestion pric¬ 
ing will be the first of its kind 
in the nation. State lead¬ 
ers said a review board will 
determine the toll amount, 
exemptions and credits for 
drivers headed into the 
borough's central business 
district. The billions the tolls 
are expected to raise will 
go toward fixing New York 
City’s ailing mass transit sys¬ 
tem, though a portion of 
the revenue will go to the 
Long Island Rail Road and 
Metro-North 

An earlier estimate had 
put the toll amount for per¬ 
sonal vehicles at nearly 



$12. Cuomo said without 
the tolls, either the subways 
could continue to dete¬ 
riorate or fares for subways 
and city buses would have 
had to go up 30 percent. 
“That was the choice,” he 
said of the toll. “You need a 
viable mass transit system.” 
The state budget also will 
include two other dedicat¬ 
ed revenue sources for the 
subways: a “mansion tax” 
on Manhattan homes that 
sell for $25 million or higher, 
and an internet sales tax 
levied on retailers who sell 
merchandise online. 

The funding streams for 


the Metropolitan Transpor¬ 
tation Authority include a 
reorganization plan and 
other reforms Cuomo has 
demanded for the agency 
that runs the city’s buses, 
subways and commuter 
trains. 

In addition to eliminating 
cash bail for some charg¬ 
es, other criminal justice 
reforms include requiring 
prosecutors and defense 
lawyers to share all case in¬ 
formation well in advance 
of trials, and speeding up 
the time it takes for a case 
to go to trial. 

The budget agreement 


also establishes a state 
commission that will come 
up with a system for public 
financing of legislative and 
statewide offices, with up 
to $100 million in taxpayer 
funds authorized annually 
for such a system. 

Cuomo and legislative 
leaders also agreed to leg¬ 
islation that would allow 
three hours of paid time off 
for New Yorkers to vote on 
Election Day and expand 
voting hours upstate in pri¬ 
mary elections to begin at 
6 a.m. instead of noon to 
match general election 
hours.Q 
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2 pilots killed in Marine helicopter crash in Arizona 



In this April 17, 2017 photo released by U.S. Marine Corps, an 
AH-1Z Viper prepares to land at the Chocolate Mountain Aerial 
Gunnery Range, Calif. 


By Associated Press 
YUMA, Ariz. (AP) — Two 

Marine pilots have died in 
a helicopter crash during 
a training mission in south¬ 
western Arizona, U.S. Ma¬ 
rine Corps officials said Sun¬ 
day. 

The AH-1Z Viper crashed 
Saturday night while the 
pilots were conducting a 
training mission as part of 
a weapons and tactical in¬ 
structor course, according 
to the Marine Corps. The 
cause of the crash is under 
investigation. 

Capt. Gabriel Adibe, a 
Marine Corps spokesman, 
said the helicopter crashed 
on the vast Marine Corps 
Air Station Yuma training 
grounds but no additional 
information was immedi¬ 
ately available. 

The names of the pilots 


who died have not been 
released pending notifica¬ 
tion of their families. 

The station is located 
about 2 miles (3.2 kilo¬ 
meters) from Yuma and 
the 1,300-square-mile 


Associated Press. 

(3,367-square-kilometer) 
training ground is one of 
the world's largest military 
installations. 

There have been several 
fatal crashes involving Ma¬ 
rine Corps aircraft near 
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Yuma over the years. 

In 1996, a Marine elec¬ 
tronic-warfare plane went 
down during a training mis¬ 
sion on a gunnery range 
near the Gila Mountains, 
about 40 miles (64 kilome¬ 
ters) east of the Yuma sta¬ 
tion, killing all four people 
aboard. The crew was from 
the Marine base at Cherry 
Point, North Carolina, and 
was training at Yuma. 

Two Marine pilots, a crew 
chief and a Navy corps- 
man died in a 2007 crash 
of a search-and-rescue 
helicopter near the Colo¬ 


rado River during a training 
mission. The crew mem¬ 
bers were attached to a 
headquarters squadron of 
Marine Corps Air Station in 
Yuma. 

In 2012, seven Marines 
were killed when an AH-1W 
Super Cobra attack heli¬ 
copter and a UH-1Y Huey 
utility helicopter collided in 
midair during a training ex¬ 
ercise in a remote area of 
the Yuma training grounds. 
The crash site was in the 
Chocolate Mountains on 
the California side of the 
range.Q 


Forest fire burns 
thousands of acres in 
New Jersey Pinelands 


CHATSWORTH, N.J. (AP) — 

Authorities say fire whipped 
by high winds has spread 
over thousands of acres of 
state land in New Jersey's 
Pine Barrens, a forested 
area of coastal plain that 
stretches more than 1 mil¬ 
lion acres. 

State environmental pro¬ 
tection department of¬ 
ficials say the blaze was 
reported Saturday after¬ 
noon in Penn State Forest 
in Woodland Township. 
Department spokesman 
Larry Hajna (HAY-nah) 
said Sunday afternoon the 


blaze had grown to 10,000 
acres (40 sq. kilometers) 
with about 75 percent 
containment. Officials said 
plumes of smoke were vis¬ 
ible from as far as Freehold, 
about 40 miles (64 kilome¬ 
ters) away. 

Hajna says a portion of 
Route 72, the main road 
across the Pinelands, has 
been closed. No homes 
or businesses are endan¬ 
gered and no injuries or 
mandatory evacuations 
have been reported. The 
cause of the blaze is under 
investigation.^ 



Spectators watch as the Spring Hill fire and backfire burns in 
Woodland Township, N.J., Sunday, March, 31, 2019. 

Associated Press. 
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Trump’s battle with ‘Obamacare’ moves to the courts 


By RICARDO ALONSO- 
ZALDIVAR Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Af¬ 
ter losing in Congress, 
President Donald Trump 
is counting on the courts 
to kill off “Obamacare." 
But some cases are go¬ 
ing against him, and time 
is not on his side as he tries 
to score a big win for his re- 
election campaign. 

Two federal judges in 
Washington, D.C., this past 
week blocked parts of 
Trump's health care agen¬ 
da: work requirements for 
some low-income people 
on Medicaid, and new 
small business health plans 
that don’t have to provide 
full benefits required by the 
Affordable Care Act. 

But in the biggest case, 
a federal judge in Texas 
ruled last December that 
the ACA is unconstitutional 
and should be struck down 
in its entirety. That ruling is 
now on appeal. At the urg¬ 
ing of the White House, the 
Justice Department said 
this past week it will sup¬ 
port the Texas judge’s po¬ 
sition and argue that all of 
“Obamacare” must go. 

A problem for Trump is that 
the litigation could take 
months to resolve — or 
longer — and there's no 
guarantee he'll get the 
outcomes he wants before 
the 2020 election. 

“Was this a good week for 
the Trump administration? 
No,” said economist Gail 
Wilensky, who headed up 
Medicare under former Re¬ 
publican President George 
H.W. Bush. “But this is the 
beginning of a series of ju¬ 
dicial challenges." 

It’s early innings in the court 
cases, and “the clock is go¬ 
ing to run out,” said Timothy 
Jost, a retired law profes¬ 
sor who has followed the 
Obama health law since its 
inception. 

“By the time these cases 
get through the courts 
there simply isn’t going to 
be time for the administra¬ 
tion to straighten out any 
messes that get created, 
much less get a compre¬ 
hensive plan through Con¬ 
gress," added Jost, who 
supports the ACA. 

In the Texas case. Trump 
could lose by winning. 

If former President Barack 




M #protectOurCare 

PROTECT PRE-EXISTING CflNDrTIONS, LOWER HEALTH COSTS 


In this March 26, 2019 file photo. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., joined at left by 
Energy and Commerce Committee Chair Frank Pallone, D-N.J., speaks at an event to announce 
legislation to lower health care costs and protect people with pre-existing medical conditions, at 
the Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press. 

ministration has a compre¬ 
hensive health care plan, 
and there doesn’t seem to 
be a consensus among Re¬ 
publicans in Congress. 

A common thread in the 
various health care cases 
is that they involve lower- 


Obama’s health law is 
struck down entirely, Con¬ 
gress would face an impos¬ 
sible task: pass a compre¬ 
hensive health overhaul to 
replace it that both Speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi and Trump 
can agree to. The failed 
attempt to repeal “Obam¬ 
acare” in 2017 proved to 
be toxic for congressional 
Republicans in last year's 
midterm elections and they 
are in no mood to repeat it. 
“The ACA now is nine years 
old and it would be incred¬ 
ibly disruptive to uproot the 
whole thing,” said Thomas 
Barker, an attorney with 
the law firm Foley Hoag, 
who served as a top lawyer 
at the federal Health and 
Human Services depart¬ 
ment under former Repub¬ 
lican President George W. 
Bush. “It seems to me that 
you can resolve this issue 
more narrowly than by strik¬ 
ing down the ACA.” 

Trump seems unfazed by 
the potential risks. 

“Right now, it’s losing in 
court," he asserted Friday, 
referring to the Texas case 
against “Obamacare.” 

The case “probably ends 
up in the Supreme Court,” 
Trump continued. “But 
we’re doing something 
that is going to be much 
less expensive than Obam¬ 
acare for the people... and 
we're going to have (pro¬ 


tections for) pre-existing 
conditions and will have a 
much lower deductible. So, 
and I’ve been saying that, 
the Republicans are going 
to end up being the party 
of health care.” 

There's no sign that his ad- 


court rulings for now, and 
there's no telling how they 
may ultimately be decid¬ 
ed. Here's a status check 
on major lawsuits: 

— “Obamacare” Repeal 
U.S. District Court Judge 
Reed O'Connor in Fort 
Worth, Texas, ruled that 
when Congress repealed 
the ACA’s fines for being 
uninsured, it knocked the 
constitutional foundation 
out from under the entire 
law. His ruling is being ap¬ 
pealed by attorneys gen¬ 
eral from Democratic-led 
states to the 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in New 
Orleans. 

The challenge to the ACA 
was filed by officials from 
Texas and other GOP-led 
states. It’s now fully support¬ 
ed by the Trump adminis¬ 
tration, which earlier had 
argued that only the law's 
protections for people with 
pre-existing conditions and 
its limits on how much in¬ 
surers could charge older, 
sicker customers were con¬ 
stitutionally tainted. All sides 
expect the case to go to 
the Supreme Court, which 
has twice before upheld 
the ACA.Q 
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2020 Democrats in mad dash for donors to make debate stage 


the first two debates in June fairer by not relying only on said he raised more than 
and July: The debates will polling. $6.2 million in his first day, 

take place over two back- He also wanted to force more than surpassing the 
to-back midweek evenings candidates to “engage individual donor require- 



In this March 24, 2019 file photo. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., speaks at the kickoff of her 
presidential campaign,near the Trump International Hotel and Tower in New York. 

Associated Press. 


By BILL BARROW, 

HUNTER WOODALL 
and SARA BURNETT 
Associated Press 

The fiercest battle for cam¬ 
paign cash is playing out 
between the presidential 
candidates who might not 
be on your radar. 

Ahead of Sunday’s fund¬ 
raising deadline for the first 
quarter, the underdogs 
of the Democratic pri¬ 
mary were in a mad dash 
to coax as little as $2 from 
grassroots donors. 

It’s all part of their bid to 
clear a new threshold from 
the Democratic National 
Committee to earn one of 
20 highly coveted spots in 
presidential debates that 
begin in June. 

“I'll be blunt,” former 
Obama Cabinet member 
Julian Castro told prospec¬ 
tive donors in one social 
media ad that was running 
as late as Thursday. “The 
Democratic Party’s new 
debate rules mean I might 
not make it onto the de¬ 
bate stage.” 

New York Sen. Kirsten Gil¬ 
librand sent multiple fund¬ 
raising emails pleading her 
case, telling recipients in 
one that they could chip 
in $5 “to become a found¬ 
ing member" and “help 
get Kirsten on the debate 
stage." 

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
urges donors in a Face- 
book ad to “chip in ... at 
any amount to make sure” 
his call to combat climate 
change “is on the stage in 
June.” 

John Delaney, a little- 
known former Maryland 
congressman, is going a 
step further. He promised 
to donate $2 to charity for 
every new donor who do¬ 
nated on his website as 
Sunday’s fundraising dead¬ 
line approached. 

At issue are the rules that 
DNC Chairman Tom Perez 
announced in February for 


with 10 slots each night. 
Candidates have two 
paths to the stage: They 
can either achieve 1 per¬ 
cent support in three repu¬ 
table national or early nom¬ 
inating state polls or they 
can collect contributions 
from at least 65,000 donors, 
with a minimum of 200 in at 
least 20 states. The amount 
raised doesn’t matter. It's 
all about how many voters 
are contributing. 

It’s not immediately clear 
how many candidates are 
short of the fundraising 
threshold and how many 
might be using the rules 
as a way to expand their 
fundraising base. 

That won’t be known until 
mid-April, when campaign 
finance disclosures are next 
due with the Federal Elec¬ 
tions Commission. 

Perez says he’s not con¬ 
cerned either way, arguing 
that he wanted to make 
the debate qualifications 


with the grassroots,” those 
people who have provid¬ 
ed Democrats with energy 
and votes since President 
Donald Trump’s election in 
2016. 

“It's important to empow¬ 
er the grassroots," Perez 
said recently on C-SPAN, 
explaining that the DNC 
worked with ActBlue, the 
online fundraising jugger¬ 
naut for Democrats, to 
come up with the thresh¬ 
old. 

He characterized the re¬ 
quirements as “not a layup 
for any candidate but also 
not a full-court shot." 

It actually might be a la¬ 
yup for a few candidates. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders' cam¬ 
paign says he has more 
than 760,000 donors, an¬ 
other eye-popping mark 
after hauling in more than 
$10 million in the first week 
after his official campaign 
launch. Former Texas Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke's campaign 


ments. 

California Sen. Kamala Har¬ 
ris raised more than $4 mil¬ 
lion in her first day. 

But Perez says his point 
stands, with rules that help 
candidates by relieving 
them of polling pressure 
while still requiring them to 
show progress among vot¬ 
ers. 

Pete Buttigieg, the 37-year- 
old mayor of South Bend, In¬ 
diana, said the rules forced 
him to tailor his fundraising 
efforts to the grassroots. 
He said he already has sur¬ 
passed the requirements. 
“All of us, I think, are going 
to be responding to the in¬ 
centives that the DNC cre¬ 
ates,” Buttigieg said in an 
interview, “and whether 
it's intentional or whether 
it’s just a happy side effect, 
it just amplified the kind of 
on-the-ground quality that 
hopefully will be a spirit that 
stays in this cycle through¬ 
out.” 


Delaney was less enthusias¬ 
tic as he sought support in 
Epping, New Hampshire. 

“I think it's a weird standard 
because it’s a money stan¬ 
dard and I don't think the 
Democratic Party should 
qualify candidates based 
on money,” he told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

That’s in partial contrast to 
what Delaney said in De¬ 
cember, when he praised 
Perez for pursuing “a de¬ 
bate structure that is fair 
and on-the-level” after the 
chairman first confirmed 
publicly that grassroots do¬ 
nors might figure into de¬ 
bate qualifications. 

Despite any frustration, Del¬ 
aney is among those ben¬ 
efiting from another side ef¬ 
fect of the rules, with some 
donors spreading their 
money around to ensure 
the field doesn't winnow 
before the debates. That 
goes for donors big and 
small. 

Major donor Susie Buell is 
committed to Harris but 
held a fundraiser for But¬ 
tigieg anyway, telling NBC 
News that “Mayor Pete 
has a voice that must be 
heard.” 

That was the same impe¬ 
tus that spurred Joe De- 
noncour to give Delaney's 
campaign $20 before he 
left a recent campaign 
event. Looking ahead to 
the debates, he said, “I 
think everybody should get 
on there that wants to do 
it.” □ 
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Schumer wants Boeing off FAA 
committee amid investigations 


By The Associated Press 

U.S. Senator Chuck Schum¬ 
er wants Boeing to be re¬ 
moved from a Federal 
Aviation Administration 
rulemaking committee 
as investigations deepen 
into both the company 
and regulator’s role in two 
deadline airline crashes. 
Senate Democratic Lead¬ 
er Schumer said Sunday 
that Boeing should be sus¬ 
pended from the Avia¬ 
tion Rulemaking Advisory 


Committee, which makes 
recommendations on air¬ 
line industry regulations. He 
also wants the membership 
and activities of the com¬ 
mittee to be made public 
and suggested further re¬ 
forms to the committee. 
Congress is looking closely 
at the relationship between 
Boeing and the FAA after 
two recent deadly crash¬ 
es. Both crashes involved 
a Boeing jet green-lighted 
by the U.S. regulator, which 


Rev. Jackson plans rally 
in support of Chicago 
prosecutor 



In this March 26, 2019, file photo. Actor Jussie Smollett leaves 
the Leighton Criminal Courthouse in Chicago after prosecutors 
dropped all charges against him. 

Associated Press. 


By Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — The Rev. 
Jesse Jackson and other 
clergy are planning a rally 
in support of Cook County 
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx, 
who’s faced criticism since 
her office dropped charg¬ 
es against actor Jussie 
Smollett. 

Jackson's Rainbow/PUSH 
Coalition says the civil 
rights leader will join fellow 
clergy, elected officials, 
attorneys and commu¬ 
nity activists for a Monday 
morning rally af the Chica¬ 
go Temple supporting Foxx. 
Jackson says in a statement 
that the criticism of Foxx is 
“unreasonable, unjustified 
and politically motivated." 
Foxx has faced criticism 


since prosecutors dismissed 
all 16 felony counts against 
Smollett, who is black and 
gay. The “Empire” actor 
was accused of faking a 
racist, anti-gay attack on 
himself in January. 
Authorities say that in re¬ 
turn for the charges being 
dropped, Smollett agreed 
to forfeit the $10,000 he put 
up to get out of jail and 
completed community ser¬ 
vice. The Chicago Tribune 
reports that the community 
service included volunteer¬ 
ing at Rainbow/PUSH Co¬ 
alition. The Fraternal Order 
of Police in Chicago plans 
a protest outside Foxx's 
office Monday over the 
dismissal of the Smollett 
charges.Q 


relied heavily on safety as¬ 
sessments made by Boeing 
employees. 

The FAA said it had not 
received Schumer’s re¬ 
quest and would provide 
a response when it does. 
A representative for Boe¬ 
ing was not immediately 
available. □ 



In a Feb. 26, 2019 file photo. Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer of N.Y. speaks to reporters on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press. 
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Brexit creates power vacuum at heart of Britain’s government 


By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
Parliament is deadlocked 
over plans to leave the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. The coun¬ 
try’s ruling Conservative 
Party is fractured by an un¬ 
declared leadership con¬ 
test. Opposition parties are 
baying for an early general 
election. 

A power vacuum has para¬ 
lyzed the heart of Britain's 
government, dismaying 
both the European Union 
and the British public. 

In the next two weeks, 
British Prime Minister The¬ 
resa May will lead the U.K. 
through domestic and in¬ 
ternational negotiations 
that will decide the fate of 
Brexit and determine the 
future of generations. Her 
task, as it's been for almost 
three years, is to bridge the 
increasingly bitter divide 
that separates those who 
want to sever links with the 
EU and those who want 
to keep the ties that have 
bound Britain to the bloc 
for almost 50 years. 

“In any other circumstance, 
they would have rolled her 
by now, either formally or 
informally," said Tim Bale, 
a professor of politics at 
Queen Mary University of 
London. “She’s the default 
because no one else wants 
the job.” 

The power vacuum means 
May has almost no lever¬ 
age as she tries to engi¬ 
neer a compromise with 
U.K. lawmakers who last 
week took control of the 
parliamentary agenda to 
debate alternatives to her 
Brexit deal, which has al¬ 
ready been rejected by 
Parliament three times. 

The House of Commons is 
scheduled to vote Mon¬ 



Pro-Brexit leave the European Union supporters attend a rally in 
Parliament Square after the final leg of the “March to Leave” in 
London, Saturday, March 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


day on a variety of Brexit 
options, with two ideas — 
staying in the EU customs 
union and holding a sec¬ 
ond referendum on Brexit 
— emerging as the most 
likely alternatives. 

While Justice Secretary Da¬ 
vid Gauke said Sunday the 
government would have 
to “very carefully consider” 
the wishes of Parliament, he 
also said May’s EU divorce 
deal is still the best alterna¬ 
tive. Gauke said the prime 
minister was “reflecting” on 
the possibility of bringing it 
back to Parliament for a 
fourth vote. 

If the government can't 
bridge the gap by April 12, 
Britain will crash out of the 
EU without a plan for fu¬ 
ture relations, damaging 
its economy, undermining 
the country’s unity and di¬ 


minishing its stature in the 
world. “I think it would be 
very, very bad news in¬ 
deed," Gauke told the 
BBC. “I don't think the Brit¬ 
ish people would thank us if 
we left without a deal.” 
May's political weakness 
stretches back to when she 
took office in July 2016, less 
than a month after Britain 
voted 52 percent to 48 per¬ 
cent in favor of leaving the 
EU. Despite the close result 
on such a momentous de¬ 
cision, May did little to build 
consensus about what Brit¬ 
ain's departure from the 
world's largest trading bloc 
should look like. 

Instead, she set out her 
own red lines: Britain must 
end the free movement 
of people coming in, end 
the jurisdiction of the Eu¬ 
ropean Court of Justice in 


Britain and leave the Euro¬ 
pean customs union so Brit¬ 
ain could negotiate trade 
deals with other countries. 
Then, seeking to bolster the 
small majority left to her 
by her predecessor, David 
Cameron, May called a 
disastrous early election in 
which she lost 13 seats. That 
left May as the leader of a 
minority Conservative gov¬ 
ernment and forced her 
into an alliance with North¬ 
ern Ireland’s Democratic 
Unionist Party. 

Though weakened, May 
kept Brexit strategy in the 
hands of the Conservative 
Party and more specifically 
her own advisers. 

But Brexit cuts across tra¬ 
ditional political lines. Both 
May's Conservatives and 
the opposition Labour par¬ 
ty are split between those 
who want to sever links to 
the EU and those who want 
to remain close to the bloc. 
Even so. May has been re¬ 
luctant to reach out to La¬ 
bour for fear of deepening 
the split in her own party. 
“She feels trapped politi¬ 
cally," said Thomas Raines, 
head of the Europe pro¬ 
gram at the Chatham 
House think tank. “Each 
step she takes toward the 
Labour Party will lose her 
support on her right flank.” 
Complicating the equation 
is the staunch opposition of 
May’s erstwhile allies in the 
DUP, which refuses to back 
her Brexit withdrawal deal 
because it treats North¬ 
ern Ireland differently than 
the rest of the U.K., and 
the Scottish National Party, 
which wants to remain in 
the EU. 

“Everyone is still convinced 
they can have their first 
choice outcome,” Raines 
said. “They cannot see 


their way to a compro¬ 
mise.” Even if May is able 
to secure a withdrawal 
deal, more negotiations lie 
ahead because Britain and 
the EU still need to work out 
exactly what their future 
relationship will look like. 
In an effort to win support 
for her deal. May said she 
wouldn't lead those talks. 
That has triggered a Con¬ 
servative party beauty con¬ 
test among possible suc¬ 
cessors, with newspapers 
offering odds on those vy¬ 
ing for the top job. Former 
Prime Minister John Major 
warned, though, that even 
changing leaders would 
do little to break the dead¬ 
lock in Parliament. 

“Of course, a new leader 
may, depending upon who 
it is, have less baggage 
than a prime minister who's 
had to fight for everything 
from the moment she went 
into Downing Street,” he 
told the BBC. 

“But it doesn’t change the 
numbers. It doesn’t change 
the arithmetic. It doesn't 
change the instincts and 
convictions of people both 
in the Remain and in the 
Leave camp." 

That leaves the prospect 
of calling a general elec¬ 
tion in hopes of securing a 
stable majority government 
in Britain. Labour is eager to 
go to the voters and such a 
move might persuade the 
EU to extend the Brexit talks 
for a second time. 

But most Conservatives 
are opposed, fearing they 
would be punished for 
three years of deadlock. 
Alistair Burt, who resigned 
as foreign office minister 
after voting against May’s 
Brexit deal, told Sky News 
he didn't think a new elec¬ 
tion would be helpfulO 
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Turkey’s ruling party leads local elections but loses Ankara 



Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, leaves the polling booth during local elections, in 
Istanbul, Sunday, March 31, 2019. 


By ZEYNEP BILGINSOY 
SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ISTANBUL (AP) — Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan’s ruling party led 
Sunday's mayoral elec¬ 
tions but suffered setbacks 
as the opposition regained 
hold of the capital Ankara 
and made significant in¬ 
roads in other parts of Tur¬ 
key. The elections, which 
the Turkish strongman had 
depicted as a fight for the 
country’s survival, were 
largely seen as a test of his 
support amid a sharp eco¬ 
nomic downturn. 

Erdogan’s conservative, 
Islamic-based Justice and 
Development Party, or AKP, 
took nearly 45 percent of 
the votes in the elections af¬ 
ter 90 percent of the more 
than 194,000 ballot boxes 
were counted, according 
to state broadcaster TRT. 
The secular, main opposi¬ 
tion party, the Republican 
People's Party, or CHP had 
30 percent. 

The CHP's mayoral can¬ 
didate for Ankara, Man¬ 
sur Yavas, however, won 
control of Ankara after 25 
years of rule by the AKP 
and a predecessor party. 
The 63-year-old lawyer re¬ 
ceived more than 50 per¬ 
cent of the votes, accord¬ 
ing to TRT. The CHP and 
its allies also posted gains 
elsewhere, increasing the 
number of city mayoral 
seats from 14 in the previ¬ 
ous local elections in 2014 
to 20, according to the pre¬ 
liminary results. 

“History is being written in 
Ankara,” said deputy CHP 
leader Haluk Koc, while 
thousands of supporters 
celebrated outside the 


party’s headquarters in An¬ 
kara. Former Prime Minister 
Binali Yildirim, the ruling par¬ 
ty’s candidate for mayor 
of Istanbul declared vic¬ 
tory even though the race 
in Turkey's largest city and 
commercial hub was too 
close to call. Yildirim gar¬ 
nered 48.71 percent of the 
votes against the opposi¬ 
tion candidate Ekrem Ima- 
moglu’s 48.65 percent. CHP 
leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu 
rebuked Yildirim for declar¬ 
ing victory “in haste.” 
Erdogan attaches great 
importance to Istanbul 
where he began his rise to 
power as its mayor in 1994. 
He has said at campaign 
rallies that “whoever wins 
Istanbul, wins Turkey.” 
Ankara was considered 
the main battleground of 
the race, where a former 
government environment 
minister, Mehmet Ozhaseki, 


ran for mayor under the 
banner of Erdogan and his 
nationalist allies. The ruling 
party accused his oppo¬ 
nent Yavas of forgery and 
tax evasion. Yavas says 
he is the victim of a smear 
campaign. 

Sunday's elections were a 
first test for Erdogan since 
he won re-election under a 
new system of government 
that gave the presidency 
expanded powers. Erdo¬ 
gan campaigned tirelessly 
for AKP’s candidates, fram¬ 
ing the municipal elections 
as a matter of “national 
survival.” He also portrayed 
the country's economic 
woes as attacks by ene¬ 
mies at home and abroad. 
“Those who have tried to 
bring our country on its 
knees by damaging our 
people’s unity and togeth¬ 
erness, have once again 
been dealt a blow,” Erdo- 


Associated Press 

gan said, noting that the 
party had emerged as the 
winner nationwide by a 
large margin. 

The voting was marred by 
scattered election violence 
that killed at least four peo¬ 
ple and injured dozens of 
others across Turkey. Unof¬ 
ficial final results were ex¬ 
pected late Sunday. 

Years of economic pros¬ 
perity provided Erdogan 
and his party with previ¬ 
ous election victories. But 
the race for 30 large cities, 
51 provincial capitals and 
hundreds of districts were 
held as Turkey grapples 
with a weakened currency, 
a double-digit inflation rate 
and soaring food prices. 
The high stakes of the lo¬ 
cal contests were brought 
into stark display with the 
deaths of two members of 
the Islamic-oriented Felic¬ 
ity Party, a small rival of the 


president’s Justice and De¬ 
velopment Party. Felicity’s 
leader, Temel Karamollao- 
glu, alleged a polling sta¬ 
tion volunteer and a party 
observer were shot by a rel¬ 
ative of a ruling party can¬ 
didate. Speaking to report¬ 
ers after he voted, Erdogan 
said he was sad about the 
deaths and didn't want 
them to become a cause 
for “a questioning or a 
judgment between politi¬ 
cal parties.” 

Two other people were 
killed in fighting in the 
southern city of Gaziantep. 
Fights related to local elec¬ 
tions in several provinces 
also produced dozens of 
injuries, Turkey's official An- 
adolu news agency report¬ 
ed. The exact causes of the 
fights remained unclear. 
Election campaigning was 
highly polarized, with Erdo¬ 
gan and other officials us¬ 
ing hostile rhetoric toward 
opposition candidates. 
Erdogan's ruling party had 
renewed an alliance with 
the country’s national¬ 
ist party to increase votes. 
Opposition parties also co¬ 
ordinated strategies and 
put forward candidates 
under alliances in an effort 
to maximize the chances 
of unseating members of 
the AKP. 

The pro-Kurdish, People's 
Democratic Party ap¬ 
peared to have regained 
seats in several districts 
in Turkey's mostly-Kurdish 
southeast region where Er¬ 
dogan’s government had 
replaced elected mayors 
with government-appoint¬ 
ed trustees, alleging that 
the ousted officials had 
links to outlawed Kurdish 
militants. □ 
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Israel, Hamas take first steps toward Gaza cease-fire deal 


ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — A 

cease-fire deal appeared 
to take hold between Israel 
and Gaza's Hamas rulers 
on Sunday, with Israel ex¬ 
panding the permitted fish¬ 
ing zone and easing some 
tight restrictions on move¬ 
ment through its two main 
crossings with the Palestin¬ 
ian enclave. 

Egyptian mediators have 
worked in recent days to 
broker a cease-fire agree¬ 
ment, but talks have been 
repeatedly interrupted by 
Palestinian rocket attacks 
and Israeli military reprisals. 
The violence has height¬ 
ened tensions just over a 
week before Israeli nation¬ 
al elections. 

In a sign that Egyptian ef¬ 
forts have made progress. 


the Gaza fishermen’s com¬ 
mittee said Israel would 
be extending the permit¬ 
ted fishing zone along the 
Mediterranean coast to 
a maximum of 15 nauti¬ 
cal miles (28 kilometers), 
up from the previous limit 
of nine nautical miles (17 
kilometers). Fishing had 
been off-limits since Gaza 
militants launched a rocket 
toward Tel Aviv last week, 
touching off rounds of short 
but intense cross-border 
fighting between the bitter 
enemies. 

Israeli officials confirmed 
that the reopening of the 
fishing zone would go into 
effect Monday. 

The lifting of some restric¬ 
tions on the passage of 
people and cargo in and 
out of Gaza further indicat¬ 
ed a strengthening of the 
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Israeli soldiers take positions on the Israel and Gaza border 
during a Palestinian protest, Saturday, March 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


cease-fire, which Hamas 
officials say would see Is¬ 
rael easing its blockade in 
exchange for guarantees 
of quiet. 

Israeli and Hamas officials 
confirmed that the Erez 
and Kerem Shalom border 
crossings were re-opened, 
in a very restricted fashion, 
for the first time since vio¬ 
lence flared up last Mon¬ 
day. 


The first steps toward the 
restoration of calm were 
nonetheless punctuated 
by exchanges of fire along 
the border. Just hours after 
Israel announced the re¬ 
opening of its main Gaza 
crossings Sunday, a mortar 
shell was launched from 
the Gaza Strip toward Isra¬ 
el, the army said. 

The projectile did not cross 
into Israeli territory but did 


set off air-raid sirens in the 
country’s south. There was 
no immediate claim of re¬ 
sponsibility, and no imme¬ 
diate Israeli response. Ear¬ 
lier Sunday, Palestinian mili¬ 
tants launched rockets into 
Israel during the night, and 
the military responded with 
tank fire. Four Palestinians, 
including three teenagers, 
were killed by Israeli fire on 
Saturday as tens of thou¬ 
sands of people took part 
in mass rallies that marked 
the first anniversary of dem¬ 
onstrations along the Israel- 
Gaza perimeter fence. 
Dozens of activists ap¬ 
proached the fence during 
Saturday's demonstration, 
hurling stones and explo¬ 
sives toward Israeli forces. 
Israel says it is defending 
its border but has come 
under heavy international 
criticism for the large num¬ 
ber of unarmed Palestinian 
demonstrators who have 
been shot over the past 12 
months. a 


One of Russia’s richest women dies in 
plane crash in Germany 


By DAVID McHUGH 
Asociated Press 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— One of Russia’s richest 
women, S7 Group co¬ 
owner Natalia Fileva, died 
Sunday in a plane crash 
in Germany, the airline 
operator said. 

Fileva, 55, was aboard a 
single-engine, six-seat Epic 
LT aircraft that crashed 
and burned in a field as 
it approached the small 
airport at Egelsbach, a 
town in southwestern 
Germany, at about 3:30 
p.m. (1330 GMT), the airline 
said in an email. 

German police said there 
appeared to be three 
people aboard the plane, 
including the pilot of the 



A damaged police car is seen next to a road in Langen near 
Frankfurt, Germany, Sunday, March 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 


flight, which originated in 
France. They said the two 
passengers were believed 
to be Russian citizens but 
that positive identification 
of the occupants would 


require furtherinvestigation. 
German aviation authorities 
were probing the cause 
of the crash. Egelsbach 
is about 10 kilometers (six 
miles) south of Frankfurt. □ 
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Proposed Hong Kong extradition law changes spark concerns 



Protesters with placards and flags against an extradition law 
march toward the government headquarters in Hong Kong, 
Sunday, March 31, 2019. 


Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Busi¬ 
ness and human rights 
groups are expressing 
concern over proposed 
changes to Hong Kong’s 
extradition law that would 
allow suspects to be sent 
to mainland China, where 
they could be subject to 
torture and unfair prosecu¬ 
tion. They say the move 
would harm the Asian fi¬ 
nancial hub's attractive¬ 
ness to international busi¬ 
ness. Hong Kong currently 
limits such extraditions to 
jurisdictions with which it 
has existing extradition 
agreements or to others 
on an individual basis un¬ 
der a law passed before 
the semi-autonomous terri¬ 
tory’s handover from British 
to Chinese rule in 1997. Chi¬ 
na was excluded because 
of concerns over its poor 
record on legal indepen¬ 
dence and human rights. 
However, changes to the 
Fugitive Offenders Ordi¬ 
nance and the Mutual Le¬ 
gal Assistance in Criminal 
Matters Ordinance would 
expand the scope for the 


transfer of criminal suspects 
to China and remove the 
legislature's right to scruti¬ 
nize individual extradition 
decisions filed by Hong 
Kong’s chief executive. 
Thousands of members 
of the city’s beleaguered 
pro-democracy camp 
marched to government 
headquarters on Sun¬ 
day afternoon, an unusu¬ 
ally large turnout for such 
events in recent years. 

“The number of people 


Associated Press 

turning up speaks loads 
about the concerns of 
Hong Kong people," Alan 
Leong, chairman of the 
Hong Kong Civic Party, told 
participants. 

“Hong Kong people have 
complete lack of confi¬ 
dence in the indepen¬ 
dence and impartiality of 
the judicial system in Chi¬ 
na,” said Albert Ho, chair¬ 
man of the Hong Kong Al¬ 
liance in Support of the Pa¬ 
triotic Democratic Move¬ 


ment in China. Police put 
the number of participants 
at 5,000, while participants 
said at least 10,000 turned 
out. In a statement issued 
Sunday, Sophie Richard¬ 
son, China director at Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch, said, 
“These amendments would 
heighten the risk for hu¬ 
man rights activists and 
others critical of China be¬ 
ing extradited to the main¬ 
land for trial on fabricated 
charges." “The amend¬ 
ments would tarnish Hong 
Kong's reputation for the 
rule of law, and should be 
scrapped,” Richardson 
said, adding that the legal 
changes would put Hong 
Kong people “at risk of tor¬ 
ture and unfair trials.” Those 
concerns were reflected in 
a letter to Hong Kong Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam au¬ 
thored by Human Rights 
Watch along with the Hong 
Kong Human Rights Moni¬ 
tor and the local branch of 
Amnesty International. 

The groups warned that 
fear of extradition to Chi¬ 
na — which routinely uses 
trumped-up charges of 


tax evasion or other eco¬ 
nomic crimes to punish po¬ 
litical critics — could stifle 
civil society and freedom 
of speech in Hong Kong, 
where civil liberties are al¬ 
ready under assault from 
pro-Beijing groups. In recent 
years, several people con¬ 
nected with a Hong Kong 
publishing house that pro¬ 
duced unflattering books 
on mainland Chinese lead¬ 
ers have appeared in Chi¬ 
nese police custody after 
apparently being abduct¬ 
ed, along with a prominent 
business person wanted on 
the mainland. 

Unlike China, Hong Kong 
is subject to the U.N. Inter¬ 
national Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and the 
Convention against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, as well as “cus¬ 
tomary international law,” 
which “prohibit returning 
people to places where 
there is a real risk of torture 
and other ill-treatment, un¬ 
fair trials, and other serious 
human rights violations,” 
the letter said. □ 


N. Korea calls for investigation into Madrid embassy attack 



This Wednesday, March 13, 2019 file photo shows a general 
view of North Korea's embassy in Madrid, Spain. 

Associated Press 


By ERIC TALMADGE 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — North Ko¬ 
rea said Sunday it wants 
an investigation into a raid 
on its embassy in Spain last 
month, calling it a “grave 
terrorist attack" and an act 
of extortion that violates in¬ 
ternational law. 

The incident occurred 
ahead of President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s second summit 
with leader Kim Jong Un in 
Hanoi on Feb. 27-28. A mys¬ 
terious group calling for the 
overthrow of the North Ko¬ 
rean regime has claimed 
responsibility. 

The North's official media 
quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying that 


an illegal intrusion into and 
occupation of a diplomat¬ 
ic mission and an act of ex¬ 
tortion are a grave breach 


of the state sovereignty 
and a flagrant violation of 
international law, “and this 
kind of act should never be 


tolerated.” 

He claimed an armed 
group tortured the staff 
and suggested they stole 
communications gear. 

The 10 people who alleg¬ 
edly raided the embassy in 
Madrid belong to a myste¬ 
rious dissident organization 
that styles itself as a gov¬ 
ernment-in-exile dedicated 
to toppling the ruling Kim 
family dynasty. The leader 
of the alleged intruders 
appears to be a Yale-edu¬ 
cated human rights activ¬ 
ist who was once jailed in 
China while trying to rescue 
North Korean defectors liv¬ 
ing in hiding, according to 
activists and defectors. 
Details have begun trick¬ 


ling out about the raid af¬ 
ter a Spanish judge lifted 
a secrecy order last week 
and said an investigation of 
what happened on Feb. 22 
uncovered evidence that 
“a criminal organization" 
shackled and gagged em¬ 
bassy staff before escap¬ 
ing with computers, hard 
drives and documents. A 
U.S. official said the group is 
named Cheollima Civil De¬ 
fense, a little-known organi¬ 
zation that recently called 
for international solidarity in 
the fight against North Ko¬ 
rea’s government. 

Spain has issued at least 
two international arrest 
warrants for members of 
the group.□ 
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Caravan of 40 Salvadoran migrants sets out for US border 


By MARCOS ALEMAN 
AMY GUTHRIE 
Associated Press 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salva¬ 
dor (AP) — The “mother of 
all caravans” expected to 
depart from Central Amer¬ 
ica has begun by looking 
more like the baby of all 
caravans, after a group of 
about 40 migrants left Sat¬ 
urday for the U.S. from the 
capital of El Salvador. 
Itwasnotimmediately clear 
whether they planned to 
meet with other migrants 
from Guatemala and Hon¬ 
duras, but the Honduran 
government denied there 
was another caravan form- 




We do Adventure 


ing in its country. 

In a statement Friday, 
Honduran Foreign Minister 
Maria Dolores Aguero sug¬ 
gested that such assertions 
could actually spur aspiring 


Central American migrants, part of the caravan hoping to reach the U.S. border, move on a road 


in Tapachula, Chiapas State, 


dco, Sunday, March 31, 2019. 

migrants to come together 
in larger groups. 

“I respectfully suggest that 
information of this kind be 
shared with the govern¬ 
ment of Honduras prior to 
making public statements 
that, as we have seen, ul¬ 
timately become triggers 


Associated Press 

for action by organizations 
that activate and lead 
these forms of migratory 
mobilization," Aguero said. 
Mexican Interior Secretary 
Olga Sanchez Cordero 
said earlier in the week that 
a caravan of migrants from 
Central America could be 


forming with more than 
20,000 people, and she 
pledged to form a “con¬ 
tainment" line around Mex¬ 
ico's narrow Tehuantepec 
Isthmus to stop migrants 
from continuing north. 

But fears over a larger car¬ 
avan and the promised 
Mexican deployment of 
federal police have only 
appeared to heighten ten¬ 
sions. 

The U.S. state department 
said this week it was cutting 
aid to El Salvador, Hondu¬ 
ras and Guatemala and 
President Donald Trump 
accused their leaders of 
doing “nothing" to prevent 
mass migration to the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

Trump also said he is likely 
to shut down America’s 
southern border next week 
unless Mexican authorities 
immediately halt all illegal 
immigration, adding that it 
would be “so easy” to stop 
migrants passing through 
the country in an attempt 
to enter the U.S. 

A border shutdown would 
be a major blow for both 
Mexico and the U.S. □ 


Tour starts: 
Regular Morning Tour 9:00 AM 
Cod Paradise Tour 4*00 PM 

All tours include: 

Free transportation, Free Bottle Water 
Safety equipment & instructions 
Weight Limit: 200 Lhs 
’Pick-op star) one hour before tour lime 


Price: 
$95 p/p 
$95 p/p 


For reservations call: 594-131 7 or 585-9870 
Matividiri #60, Before the gold mine ruins 
on the road to the natural bridge 


www.thegoldtn1nerandi.com 


Nationwide blackouts become the 
norm in Venezuela 


By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Another day, another 
blackout. 

Power went out across 
Venezuela on Sunday, just 
as it did on Saturday, and 
the day before that. 

But while some electricity 
had returned by Sunday 
afternoon, jittery Venezu¬ 
elans weren’t so much cel¬ 
ebrating the lights coming 
on as wondering when the 
next outages would flick 
them off. 

“No one can put up with 
this. We spend almost all 
day without electricity,” 
said Karina Camacho, a 
56-year-old housewife who 
was about to buy a chick¬ 
en when electronic pay¬ 
ment machines stopped 
working. “There’s been no 
water since (last) Monday, 
you can’t call by phone, 
we can’t pay with cards or 
even eat.” 

As the latest blackout un¬ 
folded, many took to bal¬ 


People wearing El Universal newspaper uniforms sit in the dark 
office of an office building during a power outage in Caracas, 
Venezuela, on Saturday, March 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


conies and building win¬ 
dows to bang pots in pro¬ 
test and shout curses at 
President Nicolas Maduro, 
who they consider respon¬ 
sible for the power failures. 
Others responded to a call 
by opposition leader Juan 
Guaido to demonstrate 
against the government, 
blocking roads and burn¬ 
ing rubbish until “colecti- 
vos,” or frequently armed 


government supporters, 
appeared to arrive on mo¬ 
torbikes. 

The ongoing blackouts 
now mark another point 
of tension in a country 
paralyzed by political and 
economic turmoil, com¬ 
pounding a humanitarian 
crisis and deepening a pro¬ 
longed standoff between 
two political parties vying 
for power. □ 
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Condos with a View to Die for & the Comfort like Home 
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EAGLE BEACH — Right on the foot of Aruba’s 
Eagle Beach, which is a multiple rewarded 
beach being the best in the Caribbean, we 
find Azure Beach Residences, a condomini¬ 
um complex with a plus. Here you not only 
get the 5-star beach opportunity, but also 
the top-of-the-bill comfort you desire for your 
home away from home. The condominiums 
all have a view overlooking the Caribbean 
Sea and offer the services of a luxury resort 
while at the same time you have complete 
privacy and freedom. It’s just the perfect pic¬ 
ture. 

Tower One: 80% Closed Sale 

Enthusiastic sales Manager Marinelda Car- 
taya has no problems explaining why this is 
called condominiums with a plus. “All condo¬ 
miniums face the clear blue ocean with the 
white-sandy beaches, even the ones on the 
ground floor. Tower I is already completed 
and space wise you cannot go wrong: the 2 


-bedroom condominiums are 1024 sq. ft. and 
the 3-bedroom units 1670 sq. ft. Storage is in¬ 
cluded so just leave your chairs and bicycles 
locked up, even when you rent out your units, 
rooms are offered in lock offs meaning your 
personal belongings stay safe in one locked 
bedroom while the rest of the place can be 
rented out.” Tower 1 only has eight 3-bed- 
room condos still available, more than 80 % 
of the sale is closed already. 

Tower Two: over 50 % Sold 

Tower two is under construction and sales has 
taken off very well here. More than 50 % is sold 
including the penthouse, 3-bedroom condos, 
2-bedroom condos and one bedroom con¬ 
dos. From the studios only two are left and 
from the 1-bedrooms only four are left. 

Construction Flourish 

The good thing about Azure is that the end 
result can already be shown as Tower 1 is 



ready, but the progress of Tower 2 also gives 
significant satisfaction. “The divisions of the dif¬ 
ferent condos are done, the floors are tiled and 
the tower is being painted. Air-conditioning 
is installed and the pool is close to finished”, 
Marinelda explains. 

Services 

“The Club House is finished now and I can tell 
you honestly that the amenities we have here 
are unique. They are different from the other 
condominiums because we have a separate 
building where we offer a nice lobby, a res¬ 
taurant bar, the owners club with a pool table, 
and where you can play chest or any kind of 
game and an outside area with BBQ/grills so 
you can bring your family and friends along”, 
says Marinelda. “It creates that family, intimate, 
homey feeling. By the way we share ameni¬ 
ties with Blue Residences where they have a 
playground for kids as well as a beach tennis 
field." Even for breakfast, lunch and dinner one 
of the best restaurants on the island is right on 
the premises: Table Kitchen Table by White and 
opened later this year will be the cafe/bar at 
Azure’s lobby. At Azure Beach Residences you 
get in touch with the locals when you do your 
groceries and make this your home, but at the 
same time you have the luxury of a resort. 
“Important to mention is that we are energy ef¬ 
ficient as all units have double glass, we use a 
well reuse “grey” waters for watering the gar¬ 
den and will soon install solar panels for light¬ 
ning of the common areas. “We aim for an eco- 
friendly sustainable development” says Marinel¬ 
da. In her opinion potential buyers want to feel 
trust and that is exactly what Azure offers. 

For more information you can visit the website 
http:// www.azure-aruba.com. The sales office 
is open every week day from 9 AM -5 PM, Satur¬ 
days 10 AM - 1 PM. □ 
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CROCKPOT 


J E IRAUSQUIN BlVD. 24B, ARUBA | EAGLE ADVANTAGE | (297) 527-91601 LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORTS CASINO 


EARN&GET 1 

ULTIMATE GIFT 
EXTRAVAGANZA 

SATURDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY * 

MARCH 30,31, APRIL 1 J 

r - r 

Gkrast must eqrn 50 POINTS from 
10am - 8pm to qualify 


PLAYERS CHOICE OF FREE GIFTS 


PORTABLE DELUXE 
OUTDOOR TAILGATING 
FOOD PREP/BBQ SET! 


10PCBBQSET! 

■ hiflA i ” . 


tane Hruba 


1 li RESORT & CASINO 


ABLE 
SPEAKER 

^ GIFT PICK UP 5pm - 8pm I EA BOTH 

Open To Ail EAGLE AO VANTAGE® Members* 
Block and Platinum Card Momfc^rs may pic^c Up rheir 
Ires g iff from Jpm unHl Bpm [or>e flqtir early | 

While Supplies Last. No rain cheeks 


© 

f ACU5 ACYANTAG6 


M J5i be Age i£ to ptay Ploy responsibly, 
www -yoniblc i-s&ionv J1LDL4.0I g 


Honoring of loyal and friendly visitors at Barcelo Aruba 


ORANJESTAD— Jonathan Boekhoudt of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority had the great pleasure 
to honor a lovely couple as Distinguished 
Visitors. The Distinguished Visitor certificate is 
presented on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of appreciation to the guests who 
visit Aruba 10 years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were Neal & Kristine Abrams 
resident from Massachusetts. 

The honorees stated that they love coming 
to the island especially for the lovely people, 
the beautiful sunsets, the wonderful staff at 
Barcelo and the direct flight from Boston. 

De Cuba together with Sandra Steba 
representative of Barcelo Aruba presented 
the certificates to the honorees, and also 
handed over some presents and thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and as their home away 
from home. □ 



April is Autism Awareness month 



It Up 



m 


HOW TO 
PARTICIPATE! 

WEAR BLUE 
Wear i am ©thing blue aii 
April 2nd in support of 
undioi 1 lionding and 
acceptance for people with 
out i * m« 
SHARE BLUE 
Take a selfLe w/ 
# LigKiltUpBluoS 
SPREAD BLUE 
Add the #LightItUpBlue 
Foccboak frame to your 
profile photo! Just search 
for "Autism Spcah." 

SUPPORT BLUE 
Start a Focobook 
fundraiser for World 
Autism Month in three easy 
stops! 

Set your fundraising gaol 
Tell your story 


ORANJESTAD - World Autism Awareness 
Day is an internationally recognized 
day, which takes place April 2nd every 
year, with the purpose to encourage ev¬ 
eryone to raise awareness about people 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder through¬ 
out the world. It was designated by the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

The foundation for Autism Awareness in 
Aruba the (FAA) unites with partners all 
over the world to celebrate this day. The 
foundation will be holding a ceremony 
called ‘Light it up Blue’ in front of the 
goverment office building at 7:00 PM. 
The building will be light up in blue. This 
is a worldwide event organized by the 
Autism Speaks organization. 

FAA would like to invite the entire com¬ 
munity of Aruba to wear something blue 
(royal blue) on this day which is the color 
that symbolizes autism. Also businesses 
and houses can be decorated in blue 
as a support to this cause. The ‘light it up 
blue’ will be the highlight of the night. 


On April 7th, 2019 the foundation in part¬ 
nership with Patrishi Sports will be orga¬ 
nizing a Blue Race Run & Walk. 

This 5km run will start at 6:00 am at the 
Fisherman's Hut in Noord. The move¬ 
ment is Life foundation also joined this 
cause and will be providing dry-fit shirts 
to all participants. 

For more information please visit www. 
thebluerace.com 

The foundation is also conducting a sur¬ 
vey about the knowledge and aware¬ 
ness of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
in our community, which consists of 10 
simple questions. 

Based on the information gathered the 
foundation will be able to determine 
their points of attention to this matter. 
During the entire month the foundation 
will be organizing several workshops on 
how to deal with persons with autism. 

For more information check out the 
Facebook page Fundacion Autismo 
Aruba.□ 
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Join the Flayers' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 



Open daily 10am to 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47.. 
583.5000 I casinoalhambra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 




SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Play in our FREE Slot Tournament 
and win a share of 

$777 in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 
and increases $25 each week 
until won! 


Registration starts at 6pm. 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskln-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'ft CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique [ R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | TheMarkei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


Tuscany Residence reaches Highest Construction Point 



NOORD — The develop¬ 
ers of Tuscany Residence 
Aruba had all reason to 
celebrate last Friday as the 
construction of the first part 
of the residence reached 
its highest point, in Dutch 
called ‘Spantenbier’. The 
word refers to the drink¬ 
ing of beers to cheer for 
the achievement that is 
reached. Constructions 
companies, residence 
owners, clients, suppliers 


and other relations were 
present during a festive af¬ 
ternoon where everyone 
seemed very happy. 

Within 2.000 feet of the 
Palm Beach area, which 
is the place to be in the is¬ 
land, and a 15-minute drive 
to Oranjestad, we find Tus¬ 
cany Residence. The resi¬ 
dence’s first phase (total 
project contains +/- 180 
units) offers eight luxurious 




Townhouses in beautiful 
Dutch design up to 2.098ft 
property land and a total 
of 1,582ft living space. They 
are fully equipped with 
high quality standards, like 
a European kitchen and 
Banjolux bathrooms. 36 
Condos located in three 
buildings are a wonderful 
vacation escape or a great 
investment, it is up to you. 
What about eight amazing 
2-Layer & 3-Layer Villas with 
up to 50m2 pool, stunning 
Dutch architecture and al¬ 
lure? There is an ocean of 
possibilities here, so pay the 
a visit and see for yourself. 


For more information check facebook page: tuscany 
their website www.tuscany- residence aruba. □ 
residencearuba.com. Or 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TlMESHSARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Fri (Earn-4pm) 
sal est! playalinda.com of call (+59?}-S86-lODO 
Toll free number: 1-BBB-2B1-4&44 
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Hotel Hustle A 





Column by: Shanella Pantophlet 

A happy working environment 

ORANJESTAD — On average people spend 40+ hours a week at work and 
in the hospitality industry in Aruba, most of the working population has 
spent their 40+ hours at work at the same place for decades. Having loyal 
employees is usually a sign of a good employer and a great work environ¬ 
ment. On a global scale of the entire apparatus that may be true, but on a 
departmental level it’s a different story. 

Anywhere you go to work there will always be a few negative influences. 
The misery loves company types, who walk around with a dark cloud over 
their heads and try to expose their colleagues to it. These people are ei¬ 
ther unaware or don't care about the negative impact their attitude has 
on the moral of others on staff. Once that toxicity spreads it becomes this 
feedback loop of doom that makes everyone else miserable and makes 
for an unpleasant work environment. Of course people have bad days 
and that's fine, but this consistent stream of negativity not only affects the 
performance of one employee, it also impacts the work of others. 

I’ve been in that situation over the term of my career and it's fascinating to 
see it and note the changes. One moment the energy in the department 
is great, guests are greeted with a smile, jokes are being made and there's 
even some light music going to break up the boring. Until you hear this one 
person coming into start this shift, all of a sudden the energy changes, ev¬ 
eryone is tense and annoyed, just waiting for their day to end. Guests are 
being answered in a curter and direct manner, the smiles are tighter than 
they were before and service levels drop to the bare minimum. 



If this person and their bad attitude are allowed to continue to fester it will inevitably infect the whole department and spread to others. This is 
where effective and fair managers need to step in and cut out the rot before it can spread. Especially with a long time employee it's the job of 
the manager or the supervisor to pull them aside and alert them to their behavior and the effect it's having on everyone else on their team, its 
possible this is all that is needed for a turn around. If after that conversation is had the behavior persists then they have to escalate the situation 
and involve the HR department. 

It’s a difficult balancing act but for the good of the other employees and in keeping a healthy work environment, those who are disruptive need 
to be removed. Everyone who is serious about their job, should be assured that the place they spend a majority of their day is one where they’re 
allowed to flourish. 

Our guests deserve the service they pay for and that starts with happy employees. Discord behind the scenes, won't take long to show itself 
to those you provide service to. Once that happens then there could be a loss of business with negative reviews. So for the good of our busi¬ 
ness, our guests and most importantly our colleagues, we as managers and supervisors are constantly on alert to make sure everyone can work 
comfortablyO 



Aruban born and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call 
her a specialist. Luckily for Aruba Today Shanella also loves to write. 
And together with the fact that the majority of our readers are tourists, 
we found ourselves a perfect combination for a column: Hotel Hustle. 
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Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba Today 
likes to welcome readers to 
participate in our newspa¬ 
per. You can see that in our 
Honored Guest-publications, 
specials like on Valentine's 
Day and on other occasions. 
Throughout the year you are 
always welcome to send us 
your vacation picture(s) to¬ 
gether with completing the 
sentence: Aruba to me is 

. (Email: news@arubato- 

day.com) □ 



For today’s newspaper we received a great 
picture from: 
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Detroit Tigers right fielder 
Nicholas Castellanos, center, 
celebrates with teammates 
after defeating the Toronto 
Blue Jays following a baseball 
game in Toronto on Sunday, 
March 31,2019. 

Associated Press 

Castellanos 
lifts Tigers 
over Blue 
Jays 4-3 in 
11 innings 

By IAN HARRISON 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — After 
getting blanked in back- 
to-back losses, the Detroit 
Tigers scored just enough 
runs Sunday to leave Can¬ 
ada on a winning note. 
Nicholas Castellanos had 
an RBI single in the 11th in¬ 
ning, Jeimer Candelario 
got five hits and the Tigers 
beat the Toronto Blue Jays 
4-3 despite blowing a late 
lead. “That was a huge win 
for us," said shortstop Jordy 
Mercer, who preserved a 
3-all tie with a defensive 
gem in the 10th inning. “I'm 
not talking record-wise. I’m 
talking about momentum. 
I’m talking coming to¬ 
gether as a team, not giv¬ 
ing up. That’s what good 
teams are made of.” Cas¬ 
tellanos drove in catcher 
Grayson Greiner, and the 
Tigers salvaged a split of 
the four-game series to 
open the season. The deci¬ 
sive hit came off left-hand¬ 
er Thomas Pannone (0-1), 
Toronto’s eighth pitcher of 
the game. 

Continued on Page 20 
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Rockets 


Harden scares 50, has tiiimei 


double as Rockets begnjsinm 


Houston Rockets guard Ja me? Hard ehTtil;3w snpfot 


(35) defends; during^ the second half of an NBA 


bask^tpall^game, Saturday, March 30, 2019 
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NBA Capsules 


By The Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden had 50 points, 11 
rebounds and 10 assists, 
scoring 10 straight Houston 
points down the stretch to 
help the Rockets beat the 
Sacramento Kings 119-108 
on Saturday. 

Harden had his 42nd ca¬ 
reer triple-double and third 
50-point game in the last 
six. He made seven 3-point¬ 
ers to become the ninth 
player in NBA history to 
reach 2,000 career 3s. 

Clint Capela added 24 
points and 15 rebounds, 
and Chris Paul had 22 
points. Houston has won 
four of five. 

Bogdan Bogdanovic had 
24 points for the Kings. They 
have lost two straight and 
fell to 0-3 against Houston 
this season. 

76ERS 118, TIMBERWOLVES 
109 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —Tobias 
Harris scored 25 points for 
Philadelphia in Jimmy But¬ 
ler's jeer-filled return to Min¬ 
nesota, helping the 76ers 
hang on and move one 
step closer toward solidify¬ 
ing the No. 3 seed for the 
Eastern Conference play¬ 
offs. 

Ben Simmons pitched in 
20 points, 11 rebounds 
and nine assists for the Six¬ 
ers (49-27), who stretched 
their lead over Boston and 
Indiana to 4/4 games with 
eight games to go. They’re 
still four games behind sec¬ 
ond-place Toronto. 

Rookie Jonah Bolden filled 
in for Joel Embiid and post¬ 
ed a career-best 19 points 
for the Sixers, who over¬ 
came the precautionary 
absence of their All-Star 
center and a quiet night by 
Butler (12 points on 4-for-17 
shooting with 13 rebounds 
and five assists) to start a 
three-game road trip with 
a quality win. 

NETS 110, CELTICS 96 
NEW YORK(AP) —D’Angelo 
Russell scored 20 of his 29 
points in another blistering 
third quarter against Bos¬ 
ton, leading Brooklyn over 
the short-handed Celtics. 
Back from a seven-game 
trip that lasted more than 
two weeks, the Nets had 
a happy homecoming 
thanks largely to Russell, 
who added 10 assists and 


finished with 25 points after 
halftime. 

Gordon Hayward scored 
19 points for the Celtics, 
who rested Kyrie Irving 
and Al Horford on the sec¬ 
ond night of back-to-back 
games after a big victory 
over Indiana a night earlier. 
PISTONS 99, TRAIL BLAZERS 
90 

DETROIT (AP) — Reggie 
Jackson scored 28 points, 
Andre Drummond had 22 
points and 19 rebounds, 
and Detroit ended Port¬ 
land's six-game winning 
streak. 

The Pistons were miss¬ 
ing Blake Griffin, who was 
scratched moments be¬ 
fore game time with a sore 
left knee, but were able to 
maintain a half-game lead 
over the Brooklyn Nets for 
the sixth seed in the Eastern 
Conference. Detroit has 
won 11 straight at home. 
Damian Lillard scored 23 
points and Enes Kanter 
added 20 points and 15 re¬ 
bounds for Portland, which 
fell a half-game behind the 
Houston Rockets for the 
third seed in the Western 
Conference. 

MAGIC 121, PACERS 116 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Aar¬ 
on Gordon had 23 points, 
10 rebounds and seven as¬ 
sists, and Orlando racked 
up a season-high 37 assists 
in a win over Indiana to 
keep pace in the Eastern 
Conference playoff race. 
Coming off a blowout loss 
at Detroit that snapped a 
six-game win streak, Or¬ 
lando got back on track 
with a relentless attack. 
The Magic shot 51 percent 
from the field and finished 
with only seven turnovers. 
Orlando remained a half¬ 
game behind Miami for the 
final Eastern Conference 
playoff spot after the Heat 
beat the New York Knicks. 
Darren Collison posted 24 
points and nine assists for 
the Pacers, who shot 53 
percent from the field but 
committed 15 turnovers in 
losing to the Magic for the 
third time this season. 

HEAT 100, KNICKS 92 
NEW YORK (AP) — Dion 
Waiters scored 28 points, 
Dwyane Wade added 16 
in his last game at Madison 
Square Garden, and Miami 
beat New York. 
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Hassan Whiteside finished 
with 17 points and 13 re¬ 
bounds for the Heat, while 
Kelly Olynyk chipped in 12 
points and 11 rebounds. 
Goran Dragic had 10 
points and 10 assists. 

The Heat have won six of 
their last eight games and 
hold a half-game lead 
over Orlando for the eighth 
and final spot in the East¬ 
ern Conference. 

RAPTORS 124, BULLS 101 
CHICAGO (AP) — Serge 
Ibaka had 23 points and 
12 rebounds, Fred VanV- 
leet also scored 23 and 
Toronto routed Chicago 
despite playing without 
Kawhi Leonard and Pascal 
Siakam. 

Marc Gasol had 17 points, 
eight rebounds and six as¬ 
sists as Toronto won its third 
straightO 



Houston Rockets guard James Harden, left, shakes hands with 
Chris Paul after Harden's 2,000th career 3-point basket, during 
the second half of the team’s NBA basketball game against the 
Sacramento Kings, Saturday, March 30, 2019, in Houston. 

Associated Press 
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Castellanos lifts Tigers over Blue Jays 4-3 in 11 innings 



Toronto Blue Jays shortstop Richard Urena (7) is tagged out 
at home plate by Detroit Tigers catcher Grayson Greiner (17) 
during the tenth inning of a baseball game in Toronto on Sunday, 
March 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 18 

“It's a really good feeling 
for the team," Candelario 
said. 

Candelario drove in two 
runs and Daniel Stumpf (1- 
0) pitched one inning for 
the win. Toronto put a run¬ 
ner at third with two outs in 
the bottom of the 11th but 
Shane Greene got Teoscar 
Hernandez to line out for his 
second save. 

Candelario came in 1 for 
12 on the season and 0 for 
9 with seven strikeouts since 
his lone base hit on open¬ 
ing day. He singled in the 
first, sixth, seventh and 11th, 
and doubled in the ninth. 
“He had a great day, a su¬ 
per day,” Tigers manager 
Ron Gardenhire said. “Five 
hits in a ballgame is pretty 
special.” 


Trailing 3-0 in the eighth, the 
Blue Jays tied it against Joe 
Jimenez when pinch-hitter 
Rowdy Tellez hit a three-run 
homer to center field. 

The drive undid seven shut¬ 


out innings by Tigers starter 
Matt Moore. Making his De¬ 
troit debut, the left-hander 
allowed two hits, walked 
one and struck out six. 
Moore was perfect through 


four before walking Ran¬ 
dal Grichuk on a 3-2 pitch 
to begin the fifth. Moore 
lost his no-hit bid with one 
out in the sixth when Rich¬ 
ard Urena grounded a sin¬ 
gle up the middle. Danny 
Jansen's two-out double 
moved Urena to third, but 
Moore escaped by fanning 
Brandon Drury. 

After doubling against 
Stumpf in the 10th, Urena 
tried to score from sec¬ 
ond on an infield single by 
pinch-hitter Freddy Galvis. 
Mercer, who had dived to 
his right to corral Galvis’ hit, 
threw home from his knees 
in time to retire Urena and 
send the game to the 11 th. 
“That was probably the 
play of the game,” Greiner 
said. “That was incredible.” 
Scrambling after the loose 
ball, not looking at the run¬ 


ner, Mercer said he knew 
Urena was trying to score 
when he heard the crowd 
noise rise. 

“That's when I knew I had 
one chance to pick it up 
and throw it," Mercer said. 
“I just picked it up, turned 
and threw it. Luckily it was 
a good throw.” 

Detroit, which had mus¬ 
tered two runs through its 
first three games and none 
since the 10th inning on 
opening day, snapped a 
24-inning scoreless drought 
with a three-run seventh. 
Javy Guerra issued a bases- 
loaded walk to Mercer be¬ 
fore Candelario followed 
with a two-run single. Mak¬ 
ing his major league de¬ 
but, Blue Jays right-hander 
Trent Thornton allowed two 
hits in five shutout innings. 
Toronto starting pitchers 
have worked 24 consecu¬ 
tive scoreless innings to 
begin the season, tripling 
the previous club record. 
It's baseball's longest such 
streak since Atlanta starters 
threw 25 shutout innings to 
begin the 1994 season. 
Thornton struck out eight, 
the most by a Blue Jays 
pitcher making his first big 
league appearance. 

The previous record was 
seven, jointly held by Matt 
Boyd and Marc Rzepczyn- 
ski. 

“I know Detroit is struggling 
at the plate, but his stuff 
(is) 94-95 (mph) with the 
breaking pitches and ev¬ 
erything,” Blue Jays man¬ 
ager Charlie Montoyo said. 
“He could’ve gotten any 
team out.” 

YOUNG GUN 

Thornton wasn’t the only 
Blue Jays pitcher to make 
his debut. Right-hander El¬ 
vis Luciano, who turned 19 
in February, became the 
youngest pitcher in team 
history when he replaced 
Guerra in the seventh. Lu¬ 
ciano, selected from Kan¬ 
sas City in the Rule 5 draft 
at the winter meetings in 
December, is the first big 
league player born in this 
century. He allowed one 
hit in 1 1/3 innings. 

“I wasn't nervous at all,” 
Luciano said through a 
translator. “I was anxious 
because I really wanted to 
do the best I could for the 
team."Q 
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Federer wins 101st title, beating Isner in Miami Open final 


By STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) 

— Orange streamers rained 
down while Roger Federer 
held another champion¬ 
ship trophy aloft, his familiar 
grin as wide as ever. 

For the ageless Federer, 
winning never gets old. 
Now 37, Federer became 
tennis’ first repeat cham¬ 
pion of 2019 when he won 
his 101 st career title Sunday 
by beating a hobbled John 
Isner in the Miami Open fi¬ 
nal, 6-1,6-4. 

Federer neutralized Isner's 
big serve and won 32 of 35 
points on his own serve. The 
6-foot-10 Isner scrambled 
so desperately to stay in ral¬ 
lies that he hurt his left foot 
and limped badly through 
the final few points. 

Isner said afterward he 
didn’t yet know the nature 
or severity of the injury. 
Federer, by contrast, is just 
fine. Fie was the Dubai 
champion on March 2, and 
runner-up to Dominic Thiem 
at Indian Wells two weeks 
ago. 



Roger Federer, of Switzerland, reacts after defeating John Isner in the singles final of the Miami 
Open tennis tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2019, in Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Associated Press 


“This is a good phase, a 
good stretch for me right 
now,” Federer said. “I really 
feel super healthy. That's 
why I have been able to 
play every day for the last 
four weeks. That's some¬ 
thing that maybe hasn’t al¬ 


ways been the case for the 
last few years. So you ap¬ 
preciate these moments." 
Federer is 18-2 this year, 
best on the men's tour, 
which stamps him as a 
threat to add to his record 
total of 20 Grand Slam titles 


in 2019. 

“Unbelievable for you to 
keep winning and play¬ 
ing this level of tennis," Mi¬ 
ami tournament director 
James Blake, a former top- 
five player, told Federer at 
the trophy presentation. “It 


makes me feel like such an 
underachiever. We’re all 
just in awe.” 

Isner also paid tribute to Fe¬ 
derer during the ceremony. 
“You were entirely too 
good today, entirely too 
good this whole tourna¬ 
ment," Isner said. “You 
are entirely too good your 
whole career. It’s absolute¬ 
ly incredible what you're 
doing. We’re so lucky to 
have you in this game, and 
we all want you to keep 
playing and literally never 
retire. So keep it up, man.” 
The first 33 men’s and wom¬ 
en's titles in 2019 were won 
by 33 different players, in¬ 
cluding Ashleigh Barty in 
the Miami women’s final 
Saturday. Federer is the first 
repeat winner in 20 men’s 
tournaments this year. 

“Kind of fitting,” Isner said. 
Federer first played in the 
Miami tournament as a 
wild card 20 years ago. Fie 
won the title in 2005, 2006 
and 2017 before it moved 
from Key Biscayne to its 
new home this year in the 
Dolphins' complexO 


Kings beat Blackhawks 3-2 on Doughty’s power-play goal in OT 



w 


Chicago Blackhawks defenseman Duncan Keith (2) reaches 
for the puck as Los Angeles Kings forward Carl Grundstrom (38) 
defends during the first period of an NHL hockey game Saturday, 
March 30, 2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By DAN GREENSPAN 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Drew 
Doughty scored a power- 
play goal with 11.6 seconds 
remaining in overtime and 
the Los Angeles Kings de¬ 
feated the Chicago Black¬ 
hawks 3-2 on Saturday 
night. 

Michael Amadio and Aus¬ 
tin Wagner each had a 
goal in regulation, and 
Jack Campbell made 33 
saves for the Kings. 

Erik Gustafsson and Alex 
DeBrincat scored for the 
Blackhawks, who pulled 
within six points of Colora¬ 
do for the second wild card 
in the Western Conference 
with four games remaining. 
Corey Crawford made 26 


saves. Doughty buried a 
slap shot at 4:48 after Jon¬ 
athan Toews was whistled 
for holding Anze Kopitar 
in a frantic overtime that 
featured quality scoring 
chances for both teams. 
Amadio tied it at 2 at 15:05 
of the third with a wrist shot 
from the high slot after the 
Blackhawks went back in 
front 2-1 at 3:09 of the pe¬ 
riod on a slap shot from the 
blue line by Gustafsson. 
DeBrincat gave the Black¬ 
hawks a 1-0 lead 1:38 into 
the second period by scor¬ 
ing for the third time in two 
games. 

DeBrincat wanted to chip 
the puck over to Patrick 
Kane on the rush, but Alec 
Martinez’s attempt at a 


breakup sent the puck right 
back to DeBrincat at the 
near post for his 41 st goal of 


the season. 

Wagner tied it at 1 at 16:05, 
showing off his speed by 


racing past Blackhawks de¬ 
fensemen Carl Dahlstrom 
and Connor Murphy for a 
breakaway and burying a 
wrist shot into the top net¬ 
ting. 

NOTES: Blackhawks C Da¬ 
vid Kampf did not return af¬ 
ter being struck in the face 
by a puck while killing a 
penalty in the first period.... 
Blackhawks F Drake Caggi- 
ula played for the first time 
since sustaining a concus¬ 
sion on Feb. 27 that caused 
him to miss 13 games. ... 
Kings F Ilya Kovalchuk was 
a healthy scratch for the 
sixth straight game. Coach 
Willie Desjardins expects 
Kovalchuk will play during 
the final four games of the 
season. □ 
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Kisner, Kuchar make it an All-American final at Match Play 



Kevin Kisner watches his drive on the sixth hole during semifinal play against Francesco Molinari 
at the Dell Technologies Match Play Championship golf tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2019, in 
Austin, Texas. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Kevin 
Kisner made it back to the 
Dell Technologies Match 
Play final Sunday for the 
second straight year by 
outlasting British Open 
champion Francesco Moli¬ 
nari to reach the champi¬ 
onship match against Matt 
Kuchar. 

Kuchar made it an All- 
American final for the sec¬ 
ond straight year — and 
the ninth time since it be¬ 
gan in 1999 — by beating 
Lucas Bjerregaard of Den¬ 
mark in 18 holes. 

Kisner is the fifth player in 
the 21 years of Match Play 
to get to the last round in 
consecutive years. Bubba 
Watson beat him last year 
at Austin Country Club in a 
match that lasted only 12 
holes. 

“I can't finish worse than 
second,” Kisner said. 

He won his semifinal match 
when Molinari three-putted 
from 25 feet above the hole 
with a helping wind, missing 
his par attempt from 8 feet. 
Molinari had been the only 
player to not lose a match 
this week, and none of 
his five previous matches 
reached the 18th hole. He 


and Kisner played their best 
golf in the toughest condi¬ 
tions, with a strong wind 
making the temperatures 
feel like the upper 30s. 

Each won three holes 
through the par-3 sev¬ 
enth, and Kisner took the 
first lead on the back nine 
when Molinari's pitch to 
the green on the par-5 12th 
didn’t check up and rolled 
over the back and into the 
water. Kisner appeared to 


seize control with anoth¬ 
er poor wedge shot from 
Molinari, this one from the 
back collar at No. 14 some 
10 feet by the hole. But the 
Italian answered with a 
two-putt birdie on the par-5 
16th and a wedge to 3 feet 
for birdie on the 17th. 

Both found tough spots on 
the 18th, Molinari in a bun¬ 
ker and Kisner in a slight div¬ 
ot hole. Molinari went long 
and left, leaving him a slick 


Associated Press 

putt that he couldn’t afford 
to lag because Kisner had 
a good look from just inside 
15 feet. 

“I bogeyed 12, 14 18 from 
decent spots,” Molinari 
said. “So it's not something 
really you’re allowed to 
do.” 

The other semifinal was just 
as tight. 

Bjerregaard, coming off an 
emotional 1-up win over 
Tiger Woods on Saturday 


afternoon to reach the fi¬ 
nal day, never led. He was 
never out of it, either, three 
times winning holes to tie 
the match. 

Kuchar reached the green 
in two on the 16th and 
missed his eagle putt, going 
1 up when the 27-year-old 
Dane missed his birdie putt 
from about 15 feet. Kuchar 
birdied the next, only for 
Bjerregaard to match him 
with a 10-foot birdie to send 
it to the 18th. 

Needing a birdie to have 
any chance, Bjerregaard 
went some 35 feet long 
and missed the putt. 
Kuchar lagged his 15-foot 
birdie putt to the hole and 
the match was conceded. 
Kuchar headed to the final 
for the second time, having 
won this World Golf Cham¬ 
pionship in 2013 over Hunt¬ 
er Mahan. Kuchar already 
is the only two-time winner 
on the PGA Tour this sea¬ 
son. 

Kisner is the first player 
since group play began in 
2015 to lose in the opening 
round and reach the final. 
Of the previous four players 
who made it to the cham¬ 
pionship match in consecu¬ 
tive years, only Paul Casey 
(2009-10) lost both timesO 


Liverpool back on top after Tottenham self-destructs at end 



Liverpool's Mohamed Salah, left, and Liverpool’s Roberto Firmino 
celebrate after Tottenham’s Toby Alderweireld scores an own 
goal past his goalkeeper during the English Premier League 
soccer match between Liverpool and Tottenham Hotspur at 
Anfield stadium in Liverpool, England, Sunday, March 31, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
LIVERPOOL, England (AP) 

— Liverpool returned to the 
top of the Premier League 
on Sunday with a 2-1 victo¬ 
ry over Tottenham gifted by 
Toby Alderweireld’s 90th- 
minute own-goal for the 
third-placed London club. 
Tottenham goalkeeper 
Hugo Lloris couldn’t hold 
a header from Liverpool 
winger Mohamed Salah, in¬ 
stead sending the ball onto 
Alderweireld, who then di¬ 
verted it back into his own 
net. 

Liverpool moved two points 
clear of Manchester City, 
having played a game 
more. 

“I was not happy that 
we conceded a goal of 
course, but we needed it 
a little bit because first half 
we had fantastic chances, 
scored a wonderful goal 
... (and) second half we 
looked heavy-legged,” Liv¬ 


erpool manager Juergen 
Klopp said. 

“After the goal we started 
playing again a little bit 
more. We compete with 
the best team in the world 
I would say, Man City, and 
we play against one of the 
best teams in the world, 


Tottenham. A tough task I 
would say." 

Liverpool secured a 16th- 
minute lead when Andrew 
Robertson's cross from the 
left was perfect for Rober¬ 
to Firmino, who took up a 
position between the Tot¬ 
tenham center backs and 


nodded in from 10 yards 
(meters). 

It was a second half short 
of clear-cut chances but 
Tottenham began to apply 
more pressure on the Liver¬ 
pool defense and made its 
breakthrough after 70 min¬ 
utes. 

Harry Kane hit a perfect 
ball forward from a quick 
free-kick to find Kieran Trip- 
pier, the right back steered 
the ball into Christian Erik- 
sen, whose square ball was 
sent in from close range by 
Lucas Moura. 

Tottenham, potential title 
contenders until February, 
should have put a huge 
dent in Liverpool’s hopes of 
ending a 29-year wait for 
the title but has not won a 
league match now since 
mid-February. 

Tottenham is only ahead 
of fourth-place Manches¬ 
ter United on goal differ¬ 
ence and a point ahead of 


London rivals Arsenal and 
Chelsea. “I am happy be¬ 
cause the emotion and the 
feeling we got today is go¬ 
ing to help us,” Tottenham 
manager Mauricio Pochet- 
tino said. “Now we start a 
mini-league, (with) seven 
games ahead. 

“We are in the top four, we 
need to keep our position, 
it’s in our hands and with 
all the circumstances that 
happen this season they 
(the players) are more than 
heroes and we need to 
keep the trust and the con¬ 
fidence.” 

Pochettino, in the stands 
serving a touchline ban, 
had brought in Alderweire¬ 
ld as a third central de¬ 
fender but it did not give 
the advantage Spurs want¬ 
ed down the flanks through 
wing-backs Trippier and 
Danny Rose, who more of¬ 
ten than not just made the 
backline a flat five. □ 
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Ferrari gifts Hamilton another win after Bahrain GP blunder 



Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain in the pits after winning 
the Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix at the Bahrain International 
Circuit in Sakhir, Bahrain, Sunday, March 31, 2019. 
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By JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
SAKHIR, Bahrain (AP) — 

Lewis Hamilton’s surprise 
win for Mercedes at the 
Bahrain Grand Prix on Sun¬ 
day was the latest present 
from rival Ferrari, served on 
a silver plate and wrapped 
with a red ribbon. 

Hamilton won at a canter 
despite the Silver Arrows 
lagging behind the red- 
and-black Ferraris for most 
of the race. 

First, Sebastian Vettel im¬ 
ploded under pressure 
from Hamilton, spiraling out 
of contention some 20 laps 
from the end as the pair 
of five-time Formula One 
champions fought for what 
seemed like second place. 
Then it got even worse 
for Ferrari as race leader 
Charles Leclerc’s engine 
started losing power. 

“(It was) just a loss of pow¬ 
er, completely,” Leclerc 
said. “There were no signs 
before.” 

It was the FI equivalent 
of an open-goal in soccer 
for Hamilton, who took full 
advantage before get¬ 
ting a post-race hug from 
former Manchester United 
and England star David 
Beckham, who waved the 


checkered flag on Hamil¬ 
ton's 74th career win. Only 
seven-time FI champion 
Michael Schumacher has 
more with 91. 

Leclerc finished third be¬ 
hind Valtteri Bottas as Mer¬ 
cedes somehow clinched 
a second straight 1-2 from 
two races, having been 
slower than Ferrari in pre¬ 
season testing and in Bah¬ 
rain. Ferrari looked in omi¬ 
nous form after dominating 
every practice session and 
every section of qualifying 
on the 5.4-kilometer (3.3- 
mile) desert circuit. 

“We were lucky. Ferrari out¬ 
performed us from the get- 


go,” Hamilton said. “It defi¬ 
nitely feels weird. But what 
can you do? You can’t 
deny yourself (victory)." 
Then, to rub further salt into 
Vettel's wounds, Hamilton 
heaped praise on Leclerc 
— who drove brilliantly to 
secure pole position on Sat¬ 
urday and was only denied 
victory by problems with his 
car. 

“Charles was incredible this 
weekend. He was so much 
faster than his teammate,” 
Hamilton said. “He has a 
bright future ahead of him.” 
A despondent Leclerc 
thought he was going to 
become the third-young- 


est winner of an FI race 
— after Max Verstappen 
and Vettel — having al¬ 
ready become the second 
youngest to qualify on pole 
after Vettel. 

“You have a dream since 
childhood, your first win in 
Formula One,” the 21-year- 
old driver from Monaco 
said. 

Red Bull’s Verstappen 
placed fourth with Vettel 
crossing in fifth. 

Leclerc only finished third 
because the safety car 
came out near the end af¬ 
ter the Renaults of Daniel 
Ricciardo and Nico Hulken- 
berg went off track. 

Under safety car rules driv¬ 
ers must hold position. Ver¬ 
stappen could not attack 
and missed out on a sec¬ 
ond straight podium, after 
third place at the season¬ 
opening Australian GP two 
weeks ago behind Hamil¬ 
ton and Bottas. 

Leclerc picked up a bonus 
point for posting the fast¬ 
est lap. But Ferrari will know 
third and fifth spots were 
simply not good enough, 
after fourth and fifth in Aus¬ 
tralia. 

“We'll check everything we 
can," Ferrari team principal 
Mattia Binotto said. 


Ferrari last won the drivers' 
title in 2007 with Kimi Raik- 
konen, and its constructors’ 
title the following year re¬ 
mains its last. In the past two 
seasons, Ferrari challenged 
strongly before badly fad¬ 
ing in the second part of 
the season after a series 
of mishaps, strategy errors 
and mistakes by Vettel. 
Ferrari replaced struggling 
team principal Maurizio Ar- 
rivabene with Binotto, for¬ 
merly Ferrari chief techni¬ 
cal officer. But he’s in much 
the same position: with a 
fast car and a driver — Vet¬ 
tel — appearing prone to 
problems and errors. Head¬ 
ing into the Chinese GP in 
two weeks' time, Ferrari has 
to find a way to stop throw¬ 
ing away points and Vettel 
needs to regain control. 
Vettel did well to overtake 
Leclerc at the start of Sun¬ 
day’s race, but Leclerc re¬ 
claimed his lead soon after 
with an audacious move 
on the German driver's out¬ 
side. 

It looked even more like 
being Ferrari's day when 
Hamilton went too wide 
on Lap 20 and drifted fur¬ 
ther behind Leclerc. Vettel 
overtook him on Lap 23 to 
put Ferrari 1-20 


Alvarez upset by Nasyukhin in One Championship debut 


By JIM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Russian 
Timofey Nasyukhin upset 
American Eddie Alvarez 
with a first-round technical 
knockout in the mixed mar¬ 
tial arts One Champion¬ 
ship on Sunday at Ryogoku 
Kokugikan, Tokyo's premier 
sumo venue. 

Nasyukhin floored Alvarez 
with a right hand to the side 
of the head with 55 seconds 
left in the opening round of 
the lightweight bout, which 
was Alvarez’s debut with 
One Championship. 
Nasyukhin kicked high early 
and put a two-punch com¬ 
bination together when 
Alvarez attempted to pres¬ 
sure him backward. He sent 
the former UFC 155-pound 
title holder down with a 
right hand two minutes in. 
With a minute left, Nasyukh¬ 
in again stunned Alvarez 
who went down on a knee 



Mixed martial arts (MMA) fighters Russia’s Timofey Nastyukhin 
Jett and Eddie Alvarez of the Unites States fight during their 
lightweight world grand prix quarterfinal of One Championship 
bout in Tokyo, Sunday, March 31, 2019. 


and his opponent was re¬ 
lentless until the referee 
stepped in. 

“This has been the case 
most of my career, people 
have underestimated me,” 
the 28-year-old Nasyukhin 
said. “I knew that he was a 
better opponent than me 


Associated Press 

and he's an MMA legend 
but I used that as motiva¬ 
tion.” 

The 35-year-old Alvarez, 
who hadn’t fought since 
July 2018, was unavailable 
for comment after the bout 
as he was taken to a near¬ 
by hospital. 


American Demetrious 
Johnson, also making his 
One Championship de¬ 
but, won his flyweight bout 
when he got Japan’s Yuya 
Wakamatsu in a choke 
hold at 2 minutes, 40-sec- 
onds of the second round. 
“Yuya is a tough oppo¬ 
nent,” Johnson said. “Be¬ 
ing my first fight in Japan, 
I knew I was going to face 
some adversity. I wanted to 
challenge him and when 
you challenge someone, 
you leave yourself open 
to getting hit but it was a 
great fight.” 

Johnson and Alvarez are 
two former UFC champions 
who moved to the Singa¬ 
pore-based One Champi¬ 
onship this year. 

One has staged shows 
across Asia from Myan¬ 
mar to China over the past 
seven years, but waited to 
take its shot at the martial 
arts-loving fan base in Ja¬ 


pan, where several major 
MMA organizations have 
risen and fallen over the 
years. One also plans to de¬ 
but in Vietnam and South 
Korea later in 2019. 

With 30 seconds left. La N 
Sang landed a massive 
right hand. Hasegawa im¬ 
mediately fell to the can¬ 
vas and La N Sang moved 
in to get the finish. 

Jing Nan Xiong defeated 
Angela Lee to keep her 
strawweight title. 

Xiong survived a series of 
submission attempts in the 
fourth round then coun¬ 
tered in the final frame with 
body kicks and got the TKO 
stoppage at the 1:37 mark 
of the fifth round. 
Challenger Shinya Aoki 
gave the sellout crowd 
of 11,000 a thrill when he 
won his lightweight bout 
over Eduard Folayang with 
a choke hold in the first 
round..□ 
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Facebook extends ban on hate speech to ‘white nationalists’ 



* 



In this March 13,2019, file photo Facebook, Messenger and Instagram apps are are displayed on 
an iPhone in New York. 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Facebook is extending its 
ban on hate speech to 
prohibit the promotion and 
support of white national¬ 
ism and white separatism. 
The company previously al¬ 
lowed such material even 
though it has long banned 
white supremacists. The so¬ 
cial network said Wednes¬ 
day that it didn't apply 
the ban previously to ex¬ 
pressions of white national¬ 
ism because it linked such 
expressions with broader 
concepts of nationalism 
and separatism — such as 
American pride or Basque 
separatism (which are still 
allowed). 

But civil rights groups and 
academics called this view 
“misguided" and have long 
pressured the company to 
change its stance. Face- 
book said it concluded 
after months of “conversa¬ 
tions" with them that white 
nationalism and separat¬ 
ism cannot be meaning¬ 
fully separated from white 
supremacy and organized 
hate groups. 

Critics have “raised these 
issues to the highest levels 
at Facebook (and held) a 


number of working meet¬ 
ings with their staff as we’ve 
tried to get them to the right 
place,” said Kristen Clarke, 
president and executive 
director of the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law, a Washington, 
D.C.-based legal advoca¬ 
cy group. 

“This is long overdue as the 
country continues to deal 


with the grip of hate and 
the increase in violent white 
supremacy,” she said. “We 
need the tech sector to do 
its part to combat these ef¬ 
forts.” Though Facebook 
Inc. said it has been work¬ 
ing on the change for three 
months, it comes less than 
two weeks after Facebook 
received widespread criti¬ 
cism after the suspect in 


Associated Press 

shootings at two New Zea¬ 
land mosques that killed 50 
people was able to broad¬ 
cast the massacre on live 
video on Facebook. Also 
on Wednesday, a man 
convicted on state murder 
charges in a deadly car 
attack at a white nation¬ 
alist rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, pleaded guilty to 
federal hate crime charg¬ 


es. The bloodshed in 2017 
prompted tech compa¬ 
nies to take a firmer stand 
against accounts used to 
promote hate and vio¬ 
lence. But apparently not 
enough. Now, Facebook is 
trying to do more. As part 
of Wednesday’s change, 
people who search for 
terms associated with white 
supremacy on Facebook 
will be directed to a group 
called Life After Hate, 
which was founded by for¬ 
mer extremists who want to 
help people leave the vio¬ 
lent far-right. 

Clarke called the idea that 
white supremacism is differ¬ 
ent than white nationalism 
or white separatism a mis¬ 
guided “distinction without 
a difference.” She said the 
New Zealand attack was a 
“powerful reminder about 
why we need the tech sec¬ 
tor to do more to stamp out 
the conduct and activity of 
violent white supremacists." 
Rashad Robinson, the presi¬ 
dent of Color of Change, 
says the racial justice group 
warned Facebook to the 
growing dangers of white 
nationalists on its platform 
years ago and that he was 
glad to see Wednesday's 
announcement. □ 


Microsoft: Seizure of sites Iranian hackers used for attacks 


By MATT O’BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer 

Microsoft said it seized 99 
websites used by Iranian 
hackers to steal sensitive 
information and launch 
other cyberattacks. 

The company said the 
group , which it has been 
tracking since 2013, has 
tried to snoop on activ¬ 
ists, journalists, political 
dissidents, defense indus¬ 
try workers and others in 
the Middle East, including 
some who were “protesting 
oppressive regimes” in the 
region. Hackers did so by 
tricking people in those or¬ 
ganizations to click on ma¬ 
licious links disguised to re¬ 
semble well-known brands, 
including Microsoft and its 
Linkedln, Outlook and Win¬ 
dows products, Microsoft 
said in court filings. 
Wednesday’s announce¬ 
ment tied the hackers to 
the country of Iran but not 





This July 3,2014 file photo shows Microsoft Corp. signage outside 
the Microsoft Visitor Center in Redmond, Wash. 

Associated Press 


specifically to its govern¬ 
ment. A spokesman for 
Iran’s mission to the United 
Nations didn’t respond to 
an email and phone call 
seeking comment Wednes¬ 
day. Iran has denied in¬ 
volvement in other hack¬ 
ing efforts identified by Mi¬ 
crosoft. Microsoft calls the 
hacking group Phosphorus, 


while others call it APT35 or 
Charming Kitten. 

Allison Wikoff, a security re¬ 
searcher at Atlanta-based 
Secureworks, said it is one 
of the “more active Iranian 
threat groups” she has ob¬ 
served. She said Microsoft's 
takedown was a big win 
using a practice known as 
“sinkholing,” which involves 


taking over adversary do¬ 
mains and analyzing their 
traffic to protect against fu¬ 
ture attacks. 

Microsoft sued the hacking 
group in U.S. District Court 
in Washington this month 
and described a hacking 
operation that “demon¬ 
strates skill, patience and 
access to resources." 

The hackers' malicious soft¬ 
ware, according to the 
lawsuit, “effectively morphs 
the trusted, Microsoft- 
trademarked Windows sys¬ 
tem into a tool of decep¬ 
tion and theft.” 

Microsoft said the group 
typically tries to infiltrate a 
target's personal accounts, 
not their work accounts, by 
luring them into clicking on 
a link to a compromised 
website or opening a mali¬ 
cious attachment. 

Hackers, the company 
said, used fake domain 
names that resembled 


Microsoft and other well- 
known brands. They also 
created fake social media 
profiles to target people. 
Microsoft said hackers were 
damaging the company 
by breaking into its custom¬ 
ers’ online accounts and 
computer networks. 

U.S. District Judge Amy Ber¬ 
man Jackson sided with 
the company in a March 
15 ruling, arguing that there 
was good cause to believe 
the hacking activity was 
harming the company, its 
customers and the public. 
The documents were un¬ 
sealed Wednesday. 
Microsoft has taken hack¬ 
ing groups to court before. 
The Redmond, Washing¬ 
ton, company used a simi¬ 
lar strategy in 2016 to seize 
fake domains created by 
Russia-backed hackers 
who were later found to 
have been meddling in the 
U.S. presidential electionO 
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Finding your lost retirement money 



In this Feb. 12, 2019, file photo pedestrians pass beneath City Hall in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
Associated Press 

No one wants to lose 
money, particularly for re¬ 
tirement. But it happens 
— people lose track of, or 
don’t know they have, re¬ 
tirement accounts. 

It’s surprisingly easy to do. 
People switch jobs, move, 
change names and the 
company or plan provider 
loses track of them. Or an 
employee can't keep track 
after a company is sold or 
a plan is terminated. Some 
people don’t even know 
they were eligible for a 
pension, didn’t realize they 
were vested or were un¬ 
aware they were automati¬ 
cally enrolled in a 401 (k). 
While an employer should 
inform employees of their 
options when leaving, em¬ 
ployees sometimese forget 
to complete the paper¬ 
work, said Thomas Nee, co¬ 
founder of Compass Point 
Retirement Planning. There 
is also little requirement or 
incentive for companies or 
plan providers to find ben¬ 
eficiaries. 

There's no exact measure 
of how many unclaimed 
benefits are out there. But a 
report released last year by 
the Government Account¬ 
ability Office states that be¬ 
tween 2004 and 2013 more 
than 25 million people left 
at least one retirement 


plan behind when they left 
a job. 

Here are some tips on track¬ 
ing down lost benefits: 
CHECK YOUR PAPERWORK 

If you have paperwork on 
an old pension, 401 (k) or 
other retirement plan, this 
is a good place to start. 
Contact the company that 
manages the plan and go 
from there. 

In some cases, you may 
want to grab old taxes, 
W-2s or other employment- 
related documents while 
you're digging through 
the paperwork. This docu¬ 


mentation can help if the 
process proves difficult. In 
some cases, the hunt to 
find and claim benefits can 
become very complex and 
take years, particularly if a 
company has been sold 
more than once over the 
years, said Karen Fergu¬ 
son, director of the Pension 
Rights Center. 

CONTACT YOUR OLD EM¬ 
PLOYER 

The next step should be 
contacting your old em¬ 
ployer to request informa¬ 
tion about what retirement 
benefits you're due. If you 


cannot find them, search 
the Department of Labor’s 
website of Form 5500 filings 
to find out if they are still in 
business. This form should 
have contact information 
for the plan. 

GET HELP 

There are a bevy of data¬ 
bases and organizations 
that can help you find ben¬ 
efits and provide direction: 
-The Department of Labor’s 
Employee Benefit Security 
Administration (EBSA) pro¬ 
vides help over the phone 
and online, including a 
searchable database for 


abandoned plans: www. 
askebsa.dol.gov 
-The Pension Benefit Guar¬ 
anty Corp. is a federal 
agency in charge of insur¬ 
ing private-sector pension 
benefits. If the plan is in 
trouble, the PBGC steps in. 
The PBGC said there are 
more than 80,000 people 
who earned a pension 
who haven’t yet claimed it. 
Those unclaimed benefits 
total over $400 million dol¬ 
lars, with individual benefits 
ranging from twelve cents 
to almost $1 million. The 
agency provides informa¬ 
tion over the phone and 
online, including a search¬ 
able database: www. 
pbgc.gov 

-State Unclaimed Property: 
In some cases, the money 
is handed over to a state’s 
unclaimed property divi¬ 
sion. Each state maintains 
its own database but the 
website missingmoney. 
com, created by the Na¬ 
tional Association of Un¬ 
claimed Property Admin¬ 
istrators, can also provide 
information about each 
state's programs. 

-Social Security Administra¬ 
tion: The SSA will provide a 
notice alerting you to po¬ 
tential benefits when you 
are ready to claim Social 
Security, but the notice 
does not guarantee those 
funds are still there. □ 


Thinking ahead: How to prepare next year’s tax 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
Associated Press 

If you weren’t happy with 
your tax bill this year, or 
you're worried about next 
year’s, this is the time to 
take action. 

CHECK YOUR WITHHOLD¬ 
INGS 

If you do only one thing, 
review the withholdings on 
your paycheck. 

The tax overhaul changed 
how much employers with¬ 
hold from paychecks. If 
you withhold too much, 
you are due a refund. If you 
withhold too little, you owe. 
While the government 
urged people to review 
their withholdings to make 
sure they were up to date, 
few did. As a result, some 
people got more money 
in their checks during the 



This Feb. 13, 2019, file photo shows multiple forms printed from 
the Internal Revenue Service web page that are used for 2018 
U.S. federal tax returns in Zelienople, Pa. 

Associated Press 


year but were surprised at 
tax time. 

The IRS urges all taxpay¬ 
ers to do a “Paycheck 
Checkup” now so that if a 
withholding adjustment is 
needed, there is time for 
it to happen more evenly 


this year. You can change 
your withholdings at any 
time. Waiting means fewer 
pay periods to withhold 
the necessary federal tax. 
The IRS has a withholding 
calculator on its site, which 
will help people determine 


their correct withholding 
amount. 

SAVE FOR RETIREMENT 

If you set more aside for 
your future retirement, 
it can actually help you 
on your taxes now. That’s 
because money put in a 
401 (K) account is pretax, 
thereby lowering your in¬ 
come level. There are also 
tax breaks for contributing 
to IRAs and other retire¬ 
ment accounts. 

So check to make sure you 
are contributing as much 
as possible to your retire¬ 
ment plan, said Dave Du 
Val, chief consumer advo¬ 
cacy officer at TaxAudit. 
DON’T OVERLOOK DEDUC¬ 
TIONS 

Yes, the tax overhaul did 
away with or limited a num¬ 
ber of popular deductions 


filing now 

but there are still some out 
there for the taking. □ 



Have you ever wish you travel 
to Aruba with just a carry-on ? 


And leave all ywr belongings in a 
container being deliver and pick 
up right at your resort or home 
rental! 

■ As low as $6,50 a month 

■ Pricing i nciud e pick- up&debve ry 

■ Saves you time & m oney r yea r 
after year! 

* Avoid extra luggages 
- Afford able Storage Pricing 

■ Conven lence & Peace of mind 


for more krtxwbwt 

Gbt uEOEdi +m s mm 

or email us locknrollcimesharestorage@gmail.coni. 
locknrollarubistQragetirreshare.si.Tiples:ie.cQrr 
or visit wir ftfebook page! 
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Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 




&UMSTEAD, DON'T FORGET, 
TOOkV'S THE OkV YOU 
GET YOUR EYES J~f I HAVEN'T 
1^6, EXAMINED 


I KNOW I'LL 
HAVE MY HEkOl 
EXAMINED, TOO 



I KEEP FORGETTING 
'THAT I USE THAT LITTLE 



Mother Goose & Grimm 




IT£ MtOGT EXAOTVr"rHE 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Sink stopper 
5 Doe’s mate 
9 Small store 
13 Recluse 

15 Robust 

16 Barn topper 

17 Bring together 

18 Disrespectful talk 

20 “The Wizard of 
Oz” production 

CO. 

21 Musical notes 

23 Not as harsh 

24 Luxurious 

26 Devour 

27 Pastor’s territory 
29 “Down by the Old 

Mill 

32 Lucy” of old 
TV 

33 Night twinklers 
35 Word of disgust 

37 Sheltered inlet 

38 Spacious 

39 Morse's invention 

40 That girl 

41 Fissures; splits 

42 _ numerals; X, 

L, D, etc. 

43 Floating with no 
anchor 

45 Derelict in duty 

46 Tiny fellow 

47 Pulled four- 
wheeled vehicle 

48 Stimulating drink 

51 “What Kind of 
Fool _?” 

52 Author Doyle’s 
initials 

55 Largest terriers 
58 Gallant; dignified 

60 Big clubs 

61 Notable deed; 
exploit 

62 Woody _ 

63 Bodies of water 

64 Forest destroyer 

65 Skillful 

DOWN 

1 Shade of purple 

2 Drawn-out 

3 As bad as before 
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4 Acquire 

5 _ kebab; BBQ 
favorite 

6 Fawn’s color 

7 Pacino & Roker 

8 High school math 
class 

9 Slender 

10 _ over; deliver 

11 upon a 
time...” 

12 One’s equal 

14 Turn down 

19 Dishonest folks 

22 _ Wednesday; 
3/6/19 

25 TV’s “One Life 
to_" 

27 Snapshots, for 
short 

28 Luau greeting 

29 Houston & Elliott 

30 Horrid; atrocious 

31 As _ a wet hen 

33 _ drinks; soda 
pops 

34 Tricycle rider 

36 Egg producers 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 


R 

O 

W 

■ 


PT 

A 

S 

T 

E 


s 

c 

0 

T 

E 

X 


T 


a 

L 

O 

H 

A 


H 

0 

P 

E 

p 

E 

R 

u 


r 

1 

L 

E 

S 


0 

N 

E 

S 

■ 

k 

E 

G 

L 

1 

G 

E 

N 

Jj 


W 

E 

N 

T 



r 

0 

R 

N 


W 

E 

E 


c 

A 

R 

O 

L 

S 


r 

M 

0 

L 

D 

|e 

R 

S 

1 

D 

E 

A 

U 


r 

p 

0 

0 



L 

E 

E 

G 

O 

A 

j\ 



H 

A 

R 

D 


F 

A 

P 

A 

A 

B 

C 


r 

C 

0 

R 

N 


r 

A 

T 

A 

L 

R 

E 

k 

r 

s 

H 

E 

s\ 


M 

0 

S 

E 

Y 

s 


Ir 

H 

d 



O 

0 

S 

■ 

■ 

1 

M 

A 

G 

~m 


r 

F 

F 

r 

E 

N 

D 

1 

N 

5 


1 

L 

L 

s 


L 

E 

A 

S 

T 

1 

N 

0 

R 

M 

C 

L 

U 

E 


E 

A 

R 

T 

H 


£ 

N 

A 

T 

E 

Y 

E 

S 


D 

R 

E 

S 



1 

\L 

D 

S 


©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


38 Undesirable 
neighbors 

39 Singer Perry 

41 Irritated 

42 Capital of 
Saskatchewan 

44 Break in the 
school day 

45 Male animal 


47 Spend foolishly 

48 Flock cries 

49 Asian staple 

50 Region 

53 Musical symbol 

54 Car blemish 

56 Ring of flowers 

57 Corncob 
59 Ancient 
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Rangers free 6 
trapped baby 
elephants in 
Thailand 

Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Six baby 
elephants, trapped in a 
mud hole and separated 
from their parents, have 
been rescued by a team 
of park rangers in north¬ 
eastern Thailand. 

The rangers came across 
the elephant calves on 
Wednesday afternoon 
as they were struggling 
to climb the pit's slippery 
banks, according to offi¬ 
cials of Thap Lan National 
Park. 

Some of the rangers went 
for help, while others spent 
the night with the baby el¬ 
ephants. 

On Thursday, as the el¬ 
ephants wallowed to¬ 
gether at one side of the 
pit, rangers at the other 
side spent four hours using 
hoes and pickaxes to dig 
out enough mud to form a 
ramp. 

Video of the great ele¬ 
phant escape released by 
the Department of Nation¬ 
al Parks shows the animals 
climbing out of the muck 
and quickly heading into 
the forest, a few dozen 
meters (yards) away. 

The rangers cheer the ele¬ 
phants on, with comments 
like "Go, go on, child!" 

One elephant struggles, 
slips and falls, but finally all 
make it out of the muck. □ 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR wk # 12 & 13 

Biulding B 10 

35 weeks remain on each 

$ 9000 each 

Call: 630 1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_211067 

For Sale: 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK 6 20 wk remaining 

$9000. or BO 

Email: 

dorseysports@gmail.com 

_210932 

Psychic Jane McDonald 

Reunites loved ones removes 
negativity calls enemies names 
reveals lovers faithfulness. 
Solves all problems. 

Guaranteed Results call USA 
0018178343890 

_210931 
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For Sale By Owner: 
Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum Weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $12 K 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $28 K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden View $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $16 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $17 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $27 K 

3 BR Ocean View $27 K 
House For Sale 

Catiri central located 

3 BR , 2 Bath, $250 K 

Barba di Jucuman street $335K 

4 BR , 3 bath , swimming pool 
Janana 

3 BR , 2 bath , 1 appartment 
$330K 

many more listings 
Ambassador Wing CDM 

1 BR wk 12 2sd floor pool View 
$7500 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR PH WK 11 &12 
building 9 7th floor 

33 weeks remain $25 K each 
1 BRWK 11 

building 7 3rd floor 

34 weeks remain $15 K 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Thursday check in 
1 BRand Studio WK # 11,12,13 
2sd floor garden view 
1 BR $8000, studio $7000 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BRWK #11 

3rd floor B 3 $9000 
26 weeks remain 
Studio wk # 11 
ground floor B 4 $7500 
30 weeks remain 

Divi Village 

Building C elevator 

2 BR wk 13 $14 K 

3rd floor with 29/8 accelerated 
weeks remain 


7/1308($18,000); 
7&8/1408($18,000/Wk.); 
8/1113 ($17,000); 
8/1409($17,000); 

9/1218($15,000); 
10/1207($15,000); 

11&12/1419($13,000/Wk.); 
13/1509($13,000); 

14/1308($13,000);and, 

15/1217($ 10,000). 

(Earlier weeks available) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 992-3890 
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Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank N.V, Ate. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 
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Assistant Director 


Private Tour to Xander's Birth 
Town The Sunrise City Aruba, 
and Baby Beach,Historic sites, 
Red district service to and from 

HalleyTimeT ravelAruba. 

& NaturesAdventuresColombia. 
Present: Medellin 
Nature's best Mountains, 

Rivers,Jungle, 

Guatape, CityShoppingTour 
and muchmore. 
Sp/Eng/Dutch/Papiamento 
speaking Guides. 

Dutch Village 

studio wk # 12 & 13 
ground floor deluxe 
35 weeks remain $10,000 each 


1 BR WK # 14 $7.5 K 

1st floor with 16 weeks remain 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

Sunday Check in 
1 BRwkll & 12 $18 K both 
4th floor pool/ocean view 
Friday check in 
1 BRWK# 12 
4 th floor $ 9000 
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Snapshot of extinction: Fossils show day of killer asteroid 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — New 

research released Friday 
captures a fossilized snap¬ 
shot of the day nearly 66 
million years ago when an 
asteroid smacked Earth, 
fire rained from the sky 
and the ground shook far 
worse than any modern 
earthquake. It was the day 
that nearly all life on Earth 
went extinct, including the 
dinosaurs. The researchers 
say they found evidence 
in North Dakota of the as¬ 
teroid hit in Mexico, includ¬ 
ing fish with hot glass in their 
gills from flaming debris that 
showered back down on 
Earth. They also reported 
the discovery of charred 
trees, evidence of an in¬ 
land tsunami and melted 
amber. Separately, Univer¬ 
sity of Amsterdam's Jan 
Smit disclosed that he and 
his colleagues even found 
dinosaur footsteps from just 
before their demise. 

Smit said the footprints — 
one from a plant-eating 
hadrosaur and the other 
of a meat eater, maybe a 
small Tyrannosaurus Rex — 
is “definite proof that the di¬ 
nosaurs were alive and kick¬ 
ing at the time of impact... 
They were running around, 
chasing each other” when 
they were swamped. 

“This is the death blow pre¬ 
served at one particular 
site. This is just spectacular,” 



This Tuesday, Aug. 15,2017 file photo shows a model of a Tyrannosaurus rex on display in the New 
Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science in Albuquerque, N.M. 

Associated Press 


said Purdue University geo¬ 
physicist and impact expert 
Jay Melosh, who wasn’t 
part of the research but 
edited the paper released 
Friday by the journal Pro¬ 
ceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 
Melosh called it the field’s 
“discovery of the century.” 
But other experts said that 
while some of the work 
is fascinating, they have 
some serious concerns 
about the research, includ¬ 
ing the lack of access to this 
specific Hell Creek Forma¬ 
tion fossil site for outside sci¬ 
entists. Hell Creek — which 


spans Montana, both Da¬ 
kotas and Wyoming — is 
a fossil treasure trove that 
includes numerous types 
of dinosaurs, mammals, 
reptiles and fish trapped in 
clay and stone from 65 to 
70 million years ago. 

Kirk Johnson , director of 
the Smithsonian National 
Museum of Natural His¬ 
tory who also has studied 
the Hell Creek area for 38 
years, said that the work on 
the fish, the glass and trees 
“demonstrates some of the 
details of what happened 
on THE DAY. That's all quite 
interesting and very valid 


stuff." But Johnson said that 
because there is restricted 
access to the site, other 
scientists can't confirm the 
research. Smit said the re¬ 
strictions were to protect 
the site from poachers. 
Johnson also raised con¬ 
cerns about claims made 
by the main author, Robert 
DePalma, a University of 
Kansas doctoral student, 
that appeared in a New 
Yorker magazine article 
published Friday but not in 
the scientific paper. DePal¬ 
ma did not return an email 
or phone message seeking 
comment. For decades, 


the massive asteroid crash 
that caused the Chicxulub 
crater in Mexico’s Yucatan 
Peninsula has been con¬ 
sidered the likely cause of 
the mass extinction often 
called the “KT boundary” 
for the division between 
two geologic time periods. 
But some scientists have in¬ 
sisted that massive volca¬ 
nic activity played a role. 
Johnson and Melosh said 
this helps prove the aster¬ 
oid crash case. 

There were only a few dino¬ 
saur fossils from that time, 
but the footsteps are most 
convincing, Smit said. 

There was more than di¬ 
nosaurs, he said. The site 
includes ant nests, wasp 
nests, fragile preserved 
leaves and fish that were 
caught in the act of dying. 
He said that soon after fish 
die they get swollen bel¬ 
lies and these fossils didn’t 
show swelling. 

The researchers said the 
inland tsunami points to a 
massive earthquake gener¬ 
ated by the asteroid crash, 
somewhere between a 
magnitude 10 and 11. 
That's more than 350 times 
stronger than the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake. 
Purdue’s Melosh said as 
he read the study, he kept 
saying “wow, wow, what a 
discovery.” 

The details coming out of 
this are “mind-blowing,” he 
said.Q 



In this Sept. 19, 201, file photo, the vertical-lift Ampera Bridge 
spanning over the Musi River is shrouded by haze in Palembang, 
South Sumatra, Indonesia. 

Associated Press 



Worsening air pollution reducing 
lifespans in Indonesia 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 

Indonesia's air quality has 
deteriorated from among 
the cleanest in the world 
to one of the most polluted 
over the past two decades, 
shaving five years from life 
expectancy in some re¬ 
gions, researchers say. 

The study by the Energy 
Policy Institute at the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago says 
an increase in coal-fired 
power stations, burning of 
land for plantation agricul¬ 
ture and rising car owner¬ 
ship are responsible for the 
worsening pollution in the 
world’s fourth-most popu¬ 
lous country. 

The greatest spike hap¬ 
pened in the last few years 


with air pollution more than 
doubling between 2013 
and 2016, it said. The bur¬ 
den on public health has 
become one of the highest 
in the world, behind only 
India, China, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan. 

“High air pollution is now 
undermining Indonesians’ 
health,” said researchers 
Michael Greenstone and 
Qing Fan. “In 1998, air pol¬ 
lution barely impacted 
the life expectancy of In¬ 
donesians. In fact, even in 
2013, it shaved only a few 
months off of average life 
expectancy.” 

According to the research¬ 
ers, sustained high concen¬ 
trations of particulate mat¬ 


ter in the air people breath 
will cut 2.3 years from lifes¬ 
pans in the capital, Jakarta. 
On the islands of Sumatra 
and Borneo, both of which 
suffer land fires every year, 
the expected reduction 
in lifespans is four years on 
average. It rises to 4.8 years 
for the southern Sumatran 
city of Palembang and 5.6 
years for its neighboring 
Ogan Komering llir district. 
Indonesia's annual dry sea¬ 
son fires were particularly 
disastrous in 2015, burning 
2.6 million hectares (10,000 
square miles) of land and 
spreading health-damag¬ 
ing haze across Indonesia, 
Singapore, southern Thai¬ 
land and MalaysiaO 
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Janet Jackson, Nicks, 5 Brit bands lead rock hall inductees 


By DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ste¬ 
vie Nicks became the first 
woman inducted twice into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame on Friday — after 22 
men — and in her accep¬ 
tance speech, she urged 
her fellow female rockers 
to join her as she led a class 
of inductees that included 
Janet Jackson and a quin¬ 
tet of British bands. 

Two of Radiohead’s five 
members were on hand 
for their induction, and not 
everyone from Roxy Music 
was on hand. Def Leppard, 
the Cure and the Zombies 
were also ushered in. 

Nicks had already been 
inducted as a member of 
Fleetwood Mac, but was 
honored this time for her 
solo legacy. 

She told the audience at 
Brooklyn's Barclays Center 
that when she started her 
solo career, she wondered 
how her fellow and mem¬ 
bers would react. It obvi¬ 
ously worked, and she said 
she hoped to be an influ¬ 
ence. 

“What I am doing is open¬ 
ing up the door for other 
women,” she said. 

During her four-song set, 
she brought onstage a 
cape she bought in 1983 
to prove to her “very fru¬ 
gal” late mother that it was 
still in good shape, and 
worth its $3,000 price tag. 
Don Henley joined her to 
sing “Leather and Lace," 
while Harry Styles filled in 
for the late Tom Petty on 
“Stop Draggin’ My Heart 
Around.” 

Styles inducted her, touch¬ 
ing on Nicks’ sense of style 
and friendship. He said 
“Dreams” was the first song 
where he learned all the 
words, even though he 
didn't know what it meant. 
“I thought it was a song 
about the weather,” he 
said. 

David Byrne inducted Ra¬ 
diohead, noting he was 
flattered the band named 
itself after one of his songs. 
He said their album “Kid 
A” was the one that re¬ 
ally hooked him, and he 
was impressed Radiohead 
could be experimental in 
both their music and how 
they conduct their busi- 



Inductee Stevie Nicks performs at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame induction ceremony at the Barclays 
Center on Friday, March 29, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


to album cover designers. 
“We’d like to thank every¬ 
one for this unexpected 
honor,” he said. 

Jackson will join her brother 
Michael and the rest of the 
Jackson 5 as members of 
the rock hall. Janelle Mo- 
nae is lined to induct Jack- 
son, whose hits include 
“What Have You Done For 
Me Lately,” "All For You” 
and “That’s the Way Love 
Goes.” 

There’s some potential for 
awkward vibes, since the 
event is being filmed for 
later airing on HBO — the 
same network that an¬ 
gered the Jackson fam¬ 
ily this winter for showing 
the documentary “Leav¬ 
ing Neverland,” about two 
men who alleged Michael 
Jackson abused them 
when they were boysO 


ness. 

“They’re creative and 
smart in both areas, which 
was kind of a rare combi¬ 
nation for artists, not just 
now but anytime,” he said. 
Radiohead drummer Philip 
Selway and guitarist Ed 
O’Brien were only band 
members on hand to ac¬ 
cept, so the band didn't 
perform; there was a ques¬ 
tion of whether any of them 
would show up given the 
group’s past ambivalence 
about the hall. 

But both spoke highly of 
the honor. 

“This is such a beautifully 
surreal evening for us,” said 
O’Brien. “It’s a big (exple¬ 
tive) deal and it feels like it. 
... I wish the others could be 
here because they would 
be feeling it.” 

The also gave props to their 
bandmates and the bond 
that has kept them togeth¬ 
er for three decades, even 
as Selway admitted “it 
can be an awkward and 
challenging band to be in 
sometimes.” 

Simon LeBon and John Tay¬ 
lor of Duran Duran induct¬ 
ed them, with Taylor saying 
that hearing Roxy Music in 
concert at age 14 showed 
him what he wanted to do 
with his life. 

“Without Roxy Music, there 
really would be no Duran 
Duran,” he said. 

The soft-spoken Ferry 
thanked everyone from a 
succession of bass players 
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In acclaimed ‘Diane,’ a film critic goes behind the camera 


By JAKE COYLE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — As an 

esteemed film critic and di¬ 
rector of the New York Film 
Festival, Kent Jones’ perch 
is the film world is a rarified 
one. But he has long har¬ 
bored a dream beyond 
his day job. Fie doesn’t just 
want to write about and 
curate movies. Fie wants to 
make them. 

“It's where I've always 
been aimed," Jones said 


with the certainty of a 
compass while sitting in a 
Park Slope cafe on a re¬ 
cent morning in Brooklyn. 
Such aspirations, of course, 
do not always make sound 
life goals. Proximity to mov¬ 
iemaking can cloud even 
the most level-headed of 
thinkers. The New Yorker 
critic Pauline Kael infa¬ 
mously flamed out in Holly- 
wood after Warren Beatty 
lured her to Los Angeles to 
work on James Toback's 
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This undated image released by Cinetic Media shows filmmaker Kent Jones, right, with actress 
Mary Kay Place, left, and associate producer Gabi Madsen on the set of “Diane.” 

Associated Press 


“Love &amp; Money.” 
Jones has carved out a 
career, and a sensibility, 
far different than Kael’s. 
But if anyone was skeptical 
when Jones, 58, went off to 
make his first fiction film, he 
understands. 

“More than one person 
has been like, ‘I was very 
nervous about watching 
your movie and then I was 
relieved that I liked it as 
much as I did,"' said Jones. 
“That’s been a common 
thread. I think people were 
kind of like, ‘Pie's going to 
make a movie?’ But from 
the inside, it was always 
about moving in that direc¬ 
tion. I just took” — and here 
Jones roars with laughter — 
“a different route.” 

The result is “Diane,” a 
modest and raw charac¬ 
ter study starring Mary Kay 
Place as a selfless widower 
in wintery Pittsfield, Massa¬ 
chusetts, where she spends 
guilt-ridden days always on 
the move: visiting her ad¬ 
dicted and overbearing 
son (Jake Lacy), a soup 
kitchen, her diminishing 
community of friends and 
family. 

Shot on a meager budget 
over 20 days in upstate 
New York (Place calls it “a 
59-cent movie"), “Diane,” 
which is in limited release 
Friday, has been hailed for 
its clear-eyed intimacy, for 
the bracingly honest per¬ 
formance of its 71-year-old 
veteran actress and for its 


singular rhythm in which 
life passes, perplexedly, in 
fits and starts, through pain 
and grace. It won three 
awards, including best nar¬ 
rative film, at last year’s 
Tribeca Film Festival, the 
downtown New York festi¬ 
val alternative to the one 
overseen by Jones at Lin¬ 
coln Center. 

Jones wrote it specifically 
for Place, the “Mary Hart¬ 
man, Mary Hartman” star, 
inspired by her perfor¬ 
mance in Francis Ford Cop¬ 
pola’s 1997 drama “The 
Rainmaker.” They first met 
while serving as jurors at 
the Berkshire Film Festival. 
Jones grew up in nearby 
Pittsfield, the small, blue- 
collar city in western Mas¬ 
sachusetts. Place was flat¬ 
tered but skeptical. 

“I had no hope that it 
would ever get financed. 
I said to him, ‘You will not 
a get a penny from me. 
I am not a bank.’ But he 
never seemed daunted 
or even seemed to think 
much about it,” said Place, 
speaking by phone from 
Los Angeles. “I said I be¬ 
lieve I'll jump on that faith 
train myself. I still find it a 
miracle." 

When the script finally ar¬ 
rived years later. Place rec¬ 
ognized, she says, “the part 
of a lifetime.” 

“It was one of the great 
gifts of my life,” said Place. 
“I read that thing straight 
through in a zip. It seemed 


to flow like honey dripping 
out of a bottle." 

Jones was once Martin 
Scorsese's video archivist, 
and the two remain close. 
(Scorsese is an executive 
producer on “Diane.”) As 
a critic, he’s shied away 
from regular week-to-week 
reviewing to craft a more 
varied relationship to cine¬ 
ma. He’s made documen¬ 
taries on film history about 
filmmakers with unique 
interactions with movies, 
including the B-movie pro¬ 
ducer Val Lewton and the 
critic-turned-filmmaker 
Francois Truffaut's storied 
interviews with Alfred Hitch¬ 
cock. Jones has also writ¬ 
ten some scripts, includ¬ 
ing 2013’s “Jimmy P„” with 
French director Arnaud 
Desplechin. 

“I kind of created my 
own idea of criticism," 
said Jones. “The deeper I 
got, the more my thinking 
about movies became ori¬ 
ented on the divergence 
between the way they’re 
thought about in writing 
and what they actually are 
— what the filmmaking pro¬ 
cess is for filmmakers as op¬ 
posed to what the filmmak¬ 
ing process is imaged to 
be. And it's really different. 
That became more and 
more apparent to me.” 

“It has to live,” adds Jones. 
“That’s a very different kind 
of enterprise from what 
criticism tends to be aimed 
at.’U 
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Crazy Fish 


loin Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360' views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7.30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delicious fresh fish dishes the 
chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. Caught in 
the morning, served at night... That's the Bugaloe way! 

In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
S-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 

Reservations are recommended. 


Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) 586-2233 info@bugaloe.com www.Bugabe.com *1 


tripadvisor 


Batman fan Sen. Patrick Leahy writes comic book’s foreword 



This Thursday, March 28, 2019, photo provided by Sen. Patrick 
Leahy, D-Vt., shows Leahy in a mirror and the 80th anniversary 
edition of a book commemorating the superhero Batman. 

Associated Press 


By WILSON RING 
Associated Press 
MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — 

Vermont U.S. Senator Pat¬ 
rick Leahy has spent much 
of his adult life crusading 
for the issues that are im¬ 
portant to him and now 
he’s helping to commemo¬ 
rate the 80th birthday of his 
childhood hero. Batman, 
the caped crusader, who 
Leahy credits with helping 
him win a ban on the ex¬ 
port of land mines. 

For more than two de¬ 
cades, the Vermont Demo¬ 
crat has sprinkled his fasci¬ 
nation with the superhero 
who has no superpowers 
into his work in the United 
States Senate, including 
working with DC Comics 
to produce a 1996 Bat¬ 
man issue that highlighted 
the dangers of land mines, 
which Leahy credits with 
helping the Senate pass 
one of a series of anti-land 
mine measures he has 
worked on over the years. 
Saturday is the 80th anni¬ 
versary of when Batman 


first appeared in the De¬ 
tective Comics edition 
released March 30, 1939. 
Earlier this year DC Com¬ 
ics published an 80th Anni¬ 
versary coffee-table book 
and on Wednesday DC 
released the 1,000th issue 
Batman comic book issue. 
Leahy, who turns 79 on 
Sunday and has had small 


roles in five Batman movies, 
wrote the foreword to the 
anniversary edition. 

In the foreword, Leahy, 
who was born a year af¬ 
ter the first Batman comic 
was released in 1939, said 
Batman, a millionaire who 
turned into a fully human 
superhero after his parents 
were murdered, turned to 


crime fighting and in the 
process helped people, 
mostly children, cope with 
unsettling times in the world 
of the 1940s and 1950s. 

“We saw the Batman as a 
hero who could protect 
us from forces that we 
couldn’t control — but that 
he could,” Leahy wrote in 
the foreword to the book, 
“80 Years of Batman,” that 
came out March 13. “He 
had been seared by un¬ 
speakable tragedy when 
his parents were mur¬ 
dered before his eyes. His 
war against evil focused 
on protecting others from 
tragedy." 

In an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press, Leahy said 
he began reading Batman 
comic books when he was 
a child in the early 1940s. 
One local comic-book sell¬ 
er in his hometown of Mont¬ 
pelier even knew to tap on 
the window of her store to 
let the young Leahy know 
the latest edition had ar¬ 
rived as he walked by. 

Fast forward half a cen¬ 


tury and Leahy recalls a 
discussion on copyright is¬ 
sues with officials from DC 
Comics. Someone made a 
reference to Batman and 
Leahy corrected a refer¬ 
ence to an early Batman is¬ 
sue, down to the page. The 
officials from DC checked 
their archives and Leahy 
was right. 

That led to a foreword by 
Leahy for an earlier Batman 
anthology. Leahy asked 
them for help in getting 
Congress to pass the land 
mine ban. 

“They loved the idea,” Lea¬ 
hy said. 

When the vote came up in 
the Senate, copies of the 
Batman land mine edition, 
“Death of Innocence,” 
were placed on the desks 
of all of Leahy’s Senate 
colleagues. Initially Leahy 
felt he had the support of 
at best seven or eight col¬ 
leagues. 

“It was one of those rare 
things, all 100 senators 
voted for the ban," Leahy 
said.Q 
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Big Pilot's Watch Edition 
"Le Petit Prince". Ref. 5010: The little 
prince tells the pilot he will give him 
a friendly laugh from the countless 
stars in the night sky. The sight this 
watch inspires similar sentiments, for 
every single detail is a joy to behold. 
The timepiece is not only an imposing 
46 millimetres in diameter but also 
impresses with classic elegance that 
sets off the midnight blue dial to perfect 
advantage. Technical perfection, on the 
other hand, is guaranteed by the 1WC- 
manufactured 52110-calibre movement 


with its seven-day power reserve. 
Time enough to forget time and follow 
the dream-like journey of the little 
prince. twc. engineered for men. 


Mechanical IWG-manufactured movement 
521 to calibre - F-ellaton automatic winding * 

7-day power reserve ■ Power reserve display - 
Date display ■ Central hacking seconds ■ 

Soft-iron inner case for protection against 
magnetic fields - Screw-in crown - Sapphire 
glass, convex, antireflective coating on both 
sides ■ Special back engraving ■ Water-resistant 
6 bar ■ Diameter 46.2 mm ■ Stainless steel - 
Calfskin strap by Santoni 
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